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It all began with a phone call late one Friday afternoon in 2014.  A rather unconventional, but not 
uncommon, way to earn a scholarship.  It will come to a glorious conclusion on May 2, 2020, when Amanda Doherty 
earns her degree in sport management from Florida State.   

 
In between the phone call to Seminole Head Women’s Golf Coach Amy Bond as a junior in high school and 

her graduation with honors, Doherty became one of the top student-athletes and golfers in the history of her alma 
mater.  She graduates with honors and owns the fourth lowest stroke average in Seminole history.  

 
Academically, Doherty was named to the President’s List (4.0 GPA) four times and to the Dean’s List (3.5 

GPA) three times.  She was named to the ACC Academic Honor Roll and was a WGCA Scholar Athlete three times. 
Doherty graduated Summa Cum Laude with better than a 3.9 grade-point average.   
   

Athletically, she earned All-American honors in 2018 and 2020 and All-ACC honors in 2018.  She was named 
to the NCAA All-Regional Teams in both 2018 and 2019 and helped Florida State win eight team championships.  
 
  “I have grown as a person and a golfer a lot in four years,” said Doherty, who will begin her professional 
career when the Symetra Tour starts again. “I learned a lot about myself and my game during my career as a 
Seminole.” 

  
For Doherty and Florida State, success came early and often. 
  
Doherty played in all four events in her first fall season as she broke into the Seminoles’ lineup as a true 

freshman.  She earned two top-10 finishes in helping the Seminoles to three team championships in those four 
events, with championships coming at the Schooner Fall Classic, the Jim West Challenge and the Cardinal 
Cup.  Doherty carded a 73 in her first career round and broke 70 in just the third event of her collegiate 
career.  Academically, she earned a perfect 4.0 GPA in her first semester on campus.   

  
“I’d have to say my best memory came during my first tournament freshman year -- the Schooner Fall 

Classic,” said Doherty.  “After the first 18 holes I was feeling pretty good about my 73 and I just remember looking 
at the scoreboard and seeing all my teammates’ low scores and being excited and scared at the same time. Then to 
win my first event as a team was special.” 

  
It only got better from there for Doherty and the Seminoles. 
  
She helped lead the Seminoles to three more team championships in the spring of 2017 and finished her 

first season with a 74.26 stroke average and three top-10 individual finishes.  Doherty was named to the President’s 
List in both semesters during her freshman year. 

  
Doherty continued to play well as a sophomore when she finished with a career-low 72.09 stroke average 

(the fifth-best for a single season in school history), was named to the All-ACC and NCAA All-Regional Teams (in 
leading Florida State to a school-record tying second place finish in the event) and helped the Seminoles to a 
12th=place finish in the NCAA Championship Finals.  

  
“Amanda has had a tremendous career as a Florida State Seminole,” said Bond.  “From the moment she 

stepped on campus she has played on some of the most successful teams in Florida State Golf history.” 
  



Buoyed by her success as a teammate, on the golf course and in the classroom, Doherty was selected to be 
Florida State’s team captain as a junior.  It was a position that she also held as a senior, which clearly illustrates the 
respect she earned from her teammates.  

  
“Amanda displays her leadership through her work ethic and drive to be great,” said freshman Elle 

Johnson.  “She taught me so many things this past year that I will take with me during the rest of my career.  I enjoyed 
competing with her in qualifying and playing with here in tournaments during my first season at Florida State.” 

  
With Doherty as its team captain, the Seminoles continued to flourish as one of the top teams in the nation.  
  
Florida State continued to win championships and perform well in NCAA Regional and NCAA Championship 

Final appearances.  The Seminoles finished in second place in the NCAA Auburn Regional and in 12th place in the 
NCAA Championships in 2019 and won team championships at the Darius Rucker Intercollegiate and the Evans Derby 
Invitational in 2019.  

  
“I’ve learned a lot in my four years from both my coaches and teammates,” said Doherty.  “I have become 

a much smarter player on the course. The coaches have also taught me to be much more detail-oriented during 
practice and that has translated well to the course.” 

  
As good as she was on the golf course, Doherty was even better in the classroom.  Throughout her four-

year academic career, she earned only two grades lower than an A – those being a pair of B-plus marks – as she 
maintained her presence as an academic standout.  

  
“It has been interesting for me to get to take classes about all types of subject matter,” said Doherty.  “I 

have learned that I enjoy subjects that I thought I would not like.” 
  
As Doherty prepares to move on with her career, she has plenty to look back on, and does so fondly. 
  
“I want my legacy at FSU to be that I was someone who worked hard and truly cared about my team,” said 

Doherty.  “The message I would leave for my teammates is that I already miss them and that I could not have 
imagined getting to spend four years with a better group of people.” 

  
Bond, a Florida State graduate herself, agrees with Doherty’s assessment of her career.  
  
“Amanda’s career began by her playing the No. 5 spot and finished with her in the first spot,” said 

Bond.  “She has led us both on and off the course as our team captain, a Golden Torch (Florida State Academics) 
winner and a Golden Nole (Florida State Student Services) recipient. She will be missed but leaves as one of the most 
decorated players in school history.” 

  
Bond vividly remembers Doherty’s phone call which came one early summer afternoon.  
  
“I hoped that Amanda’s career would be semi-successful on the day she cold called me in my office in 2014,” 

said Bond.  “But I never imagined that it would be this great. I believe that God placed me in my office that day to 
receive Amanda’s call and only He knew the outcome at the time. Little did I know that it would turn out to be one 
of the best things to happen to me and our program.” 

 


