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Why Florida State is a question Patrick Williams grew used to hearing. 
 
Plenty of people questioned why the five-star small forward from Charlotte, North Carolina was leaving a basketball-
rich state to play for a school known more traditionally as a football school in Tallahassee. 
 
Williams held more regional offers from the likes of NC State, Wake Forest and Clemson and held offers from national 
powers such as Virginia, Texas Tech, Louisville and Arizona, but chose instead to play at FSU. 
 
The constant questions surrounding his decision only added to the chip on his shoulder. 
 
"Coming here, Florida State, I got a lot of questions about why Florida State, why this school," Williams said. 
 
"There are a lot of schools around Charlotte, around the North Carolina area that were recruiting me, but why Florida 
State? I was ready to get down here and prove to them why I came here." 
 
Williams has lived up to the hype, playing a significant role in the eighth-ranked Seminoles' success this season. FSU 
(21-4, 11-3 in ACC) plays host to Pittsburgh (15-11, 6-9 in ACC) Tuesday at 8 p.m. on the ACC Network. 
 
Ranked as the No. 26 overall prospect in the 2019 recruiting class by the 247Sports composite rankings, Williams 
was viewed as an instant-impact player who arrived at FSU this season with decent odds of being a one-and-done 
player destined for the 2020 NBA Draft. 
 
Because of this and the assumptions that come with this type of player, his reasoning behind why FSU and the areas 
he hoped to find improvement came as something of a surprise. 
 
"A lot of schools during my recruitment, they talked about offense, what I can do on offense. Florida State was 
different. (FSU head coach Leonard Hamilton) and the rest of the coaching staff as well as the players while I was 
getting recruited, they were talking to me about defense," Williams said. 
 
"I feel like that really stood out to me. Everybody can play offense, but it's only a select few guys who can really lock 
up defensively...Coming here, defense was my mindset, what I wanted to grow at." 
 
Ask his teammates at FSU and they'll speak wonders about his personality and how he fits right into the culture head 
coach Leonard Hamilton has built. 
 
“He’s so humble that I have to sometimes remind him who he is and how good he really is," FSU point guard Trent 
Forrest said. 
 
"He doesn’t love people talking about him but I tell him all the time. The more he plays, the better and better he’s 
going to be.” 
 
Williams scored 14 points in the win over UNC after failing to score more than seven points in any of the previous 
five games. He followed that up by posting 14 points in the next game vs. Miami and then putting up 17 points in 
Saturday's win over Syracuse. 
 
After scoring in double-digits in just one of his first eight ACC games this season, Williams has scored 10-plus points 
in three of the Seminoles' last four games. 



 
"As a freshman, you can't just come into the ACC and just do what you did in high school. I tried to focus on defense 
first," Williams said. 
 
"My teammates and coaches, they kept giving me confidence because they know I'm talented. They just kept giving 
me confidence and as the season goes on, I think I just get more comfortable." 
 
On the season, Williams is now averaging 8.9 points per game, solidly the fourth-most on the team. He's also 
averaging 3.7 rebounds per game and is one of only two FSU players, along with Devin Vassell, who is averaging a 
steal and a block per game this season. 
 
"Patrick came here wanting to become a better defender and to increase his intensity for the amount of time he's 
on the floor," Hamilton said. 
 
"He really worked hard at learning how not to take possessions off, accepting his strengths as well as weaknesses, 
working on his weaknesses and trying to enhance his strengths...He's gifted with physical offensive skills and 
athleticism and now I think you're seeing the mental emerging with the physical and we're getting a freshman who's 
more consistent... I think the best still is yet to come. I think he's only scratching the surface of his potential." 
 


