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Florida State's Patrick Williams isn't a typical freshman. 
 
The 6-foot-8, 225-pound forward from Charlotte, N.C. comes to Tallahassee with enormous expectations. 
 
Williams was ranked as a five-star prospect out of West Charlotte High by the 247Sports composite rankings in the 
2019 class, and he's already been projected as a first round pick in a 2020 mock draft by ESPN. 
 
"He has all the tools to be a very, very special player at Florida State," FSU associate head coach Stan Jones told the 
Democrat.  
 
"He's just scratching the surface of what he's going to become. I think he's the youngest freshman we've ever had 
come in. He's from a great family and he's got he's got great character. I'll be shocked if he doesn't just continue to 
grow and grow and do some spectacular things during the course of the season." 
 
There's usually an adjustment period for highly-ranked prospects as they transition from high school to the college 
level. 
 
Being able to take plays off on the defensive end, getting the ball every time down the court, and being the vocal 
point for the team is something many talented high school players get used to. 
 
When they get to the college level, those things go away for most players and it can be a tough adjustment. 
 
But FSU's coaches and players all agree that's not the case with Williams. He's got a team-first mentality and doesn't 
expect anything to be given to him. 
 
"He is very similar in humility as Jonathan Isaac was, in the fact that he doesn't think he's good enough yet, which is 
a great characteristic," Jones said. 
 
"When you have that healthy fear of where you are and what you want to become, I think that escalates your growth 
and development. He's never come in with any premonitions of where he should be playing or how much he should 
be playing. He just wants to become a better player like Jonathan was. 
 
"He lets you coach him. He responds to coaching. He accepts instructions at an extremely at a high level and can give 
it back to you." 
 
Isaac wasn't the only comparison that Jones made for Williams. He also said that he's a lot like former FSU forward 
Chris Singleton, who was also a first-round pick by the Washington Wizards. 
 
He compared him to Singleton because of his ability on the defensive end of the court, though he also said Williams 
is further along offensively than Singleton was when he arrived at FSU. 
 
"I've put him in a category with a couple pretty good Florida State players in Chris Singleton and Jonathan Isaac and 
he meets all the criteria that both those guys have done while they were here," Jones said. 
 
FSU fans got their first introduction to Williams during the Seminoles' 95-66 exhibition win over Barry University. 
 
It took him a little time to find his rhythm, but after he threw down his first dunk of the game, he settled in nicely.  



Williams finished the game with 12 points, nine rebounds, and a block in just under 18 minutes of play. All five of his 
baskets came on dunks and he knocked down both of his free throw attempts. 
 
"We expect a lot from him," redshirt sophomore forward RaiQuan Gray said.  
 
"He's a great athlete. He has a high basketball IQ. He fits right into our system. He can run, jump, and shoot. We 
treat him like one of the vets so he's earned a lot of respect." 
 
His athleticism was on full display as he flew through the air on his dunks as well as his effort rebounding and blocking 
shots. 
 
Williams effort on the defensive end was something else that stood out about his game, but it didn't surprise his 
teammates. 
 
If a player doesn't give the same effort on the defensive end of the court as he does on the offensive end, then that 
player isn't going to see the court much under FSU head coach Leonard Hamilton. 
 
Williams has worked hard to be a good defender for the Seminoles and his efforts haven't gone unnoticed.  
"He does good and with his athleticism, he can you guard one through five if he had to and one through four easily," 
senior point guard Trent Forrest said.  
 
"He can block shots one through five and clean up the glass like probably one of the best on the team. I'll say he's 
probably one of our best shot blockers that we have, even with our seven footers. So just his athleticism and his 
ability to kind of get around the court with quick burst like he does is going to help us a lot." 
 
Williams does have things that he needs to work on, including being more self-assertive when he has the ball. 
That's something he's been working on during fall practice and he's already made progress in that regard. 
 
FSU knows that Williams is going to make some freshman mistakes this season. That comes with the territory no 
matter how talented a player is. 
 
But there's a lot of confidence that when Williams does make a mistake, he won't make it twice. 
 
"We've always kind of prided ourselves on having those kind of guys that can cover a lot of ground quickly and can 
cover a lot of space up high that other people can't get to and he certainly fits the mold in all those categories," 
Jones said.  
 
"He'll just grow in confidence offensively once he starts figuring his spots out a little bit more and realizing where he 
is okay making mistakes and where he's going to learn from his mistakes and not make that one again." 
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