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From an early age, Dominik Olejniczak has been around basketball. 
 
His mother, Joanna Chelczynska, had a prolific career playing professionally in Poland that spanned nearly 20 years 
and only ended a decade ago in 2009. 
 
But Olejniczak -- spending his final year of eligibility with Florida State after transferring from Ole Miss -- didn't expect 
to follow in her footsteps. 
 
Quite the opposite, in fact. 
 
"I didn't want to play basketball," Olejniczak told the Democrat. 
 
"I was just anti-sport, I didn't want to play any sports, just sit at home, just chill, do whatever else but not sports." 
 
Olejniczak now stands seven feet tall and weighs in at 260 pounds. But even as a child, he was large for his age. 
At a certain point, his parents had had enough and forced a change. 
 
"At some point when I was like 10, 11 years old, my parents were like, 'Okay, you gotta go do something,' so they 
forced me actually to play basketball for like the first year, year and a half," Olejniczak said. 
 
"They had to keep forcing me, saying 'If you're not gonna go to practice, you cannot go do this, you might not be 
able to do that.' Blah blah blah, stuff like that. And then I fell in love with it after a while." 
 
Asked exactly when that moment of his opinion changing came, Olejniczak wasn't able to pinpoint a moment, simply 
saying, "I think when I started realizing that I was better than other kids I was playing against back then. I was like 
'Okay, I like it, I feel like I'm better.' So I kind of wanted to keep doing it and see where it takes me." 
 
Where it took him, eventually, was to Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa after Olejniczak participated in a 
Basketball Beyond Borders event in Europe. 
 
"It's an NBA camp and there were a lot of people from America there and that was kind of like my first time I got to 
touch America, the culture, the coaches, get to know them, talk to them about college, stuff like that," Olejniczak 
said. 
 
"From them, I just start getting more and more interested." 
 
Olejniczak transferred from Drake to Ole Miss after his freshman season. After playing for two years with the Rebels 
-- including an NCAA Tournament appearance in 2019 -- and graduating with a degree in digital media studies, he 
wanted to explore his options ahead of his final season. 
 
"I just felt like I couldn't improve anymore at where I was. I gave it three years and I had okay seasons, I was not 
happy with my performance and I was able to grad transfer so I didn't have to sit out or anything, it was no 
punishment for me," Olejniczak said. 
 
"I decided to do it so maybe, you know, I can improve more since I was not feeling like that could happen anymore 
if I stayed a fifth year at Ole Miss." 
 



Olejniczak's visit to Tallahassee wasn't long, but he quickly realized it was where he wanted to end his collegiate 
career. 
 
"My visit was like 24 hours and in 24 hours, what I saw was like, 'Yeah, that's it,'' Olejniczak said. 
 
"I wanted how close the guys were or how the coaches were just carrying themselves around, talking about their 
program, what kind of success they have, what's their record. All these things are really interesting for a player to 
come here and that was pretty much it." 
 
It also didn't hurt that the Seminoles were looking to replace a pair of veteran big men in Christ Koumadje and Phil 
Cofer off last year's team, leaving the likelihood of a significant role awaiting Olejniczak in Tallahassee. 
 
"Dom is adjusting to a new role. He's never been featured," FSU head coach Leonard Hamilton said. 
 
"The way we play, you know, we feature the whole sum of all our parts. He has responsibilities that he has to be 
consistent with offensively and defensively, but mostly offensively that opens up opportunities for his teammates 
so he's adjusting to that. He was never as much of an option with the other schools he's been at as he is with us." 
 
In his two seasons at Ole Miss, he never averaged more than 5.3 points, 3.0 rebounds or 18.3 minutes per game. 
In his unofficial debut in FSU's first exhibition against Barry, Olejniczak started at center and registered 10 points on 
a perfect five of five shooting while securing five rebounds. 
 
"Dom is a beast. He does a lot of things, rebounds, he sets good screens. He's just going to get better with time," 
senior point guard Trent Forrest said. 
 
"As we keep planning and getting better, he's going to do the same thing and I feel like by the end of the year he's 
going to be one of the best bigs in the conference." 
 
Olejniczak didn't play in FSU's second exhibition Friday night against Columbus State as he battles a calf strain, but 
it's not expected to linger into the season as the Seminoles begin their regular season Wednesday at Pitt. 
 
That's fortunate for the Seminoles as his experience in a young frontcourt and how he's begun to learn how to play 
in the spotlight will both be invaluable to the team this season. 
 
"Being in the spotlight, you've got to adjust to it and you know you gotta do a lot of things. It's not just you're gonna 
score like 20 and 20 each night and they're gonna throw you every ball, you're gonna take a million shots. 
It's about being a leader, showing everybody what you experienced during your playing career," Olejniczak said. 
 
"We've got a lot of new guys who have never played college basketball so just being a team leader there, keep 
continuing to carry the program, the culture which coach Ham is trying to put into us every day. That's hard, that 
that was hard for me because I had never done it before, I had to get used to it, but once I started picking it up, 
everything else picked up for me."  
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