
Knaff, Seminoles put finishing touches on Futures event 
Jim Henry, Democrat sports editor 

As far as Florida State men’s tennis coach Dwayne Hultquist is concerned, the past week was the perfect 
mix for his team 

The 2017 Tallahassee Futures, which spanned nine days and ended Sunday, marked the third 
consecutive year that FSU has teamed  with the USTA to be a part of the Collegiate series. 

The event, held at the Indoor Tennis Courts, annually attracts many of the top up-and-coming players in 
the United States, college and from around the world. 

The competition provided the perfect finishing touches to the Seminoles’ successful fall season; it gave 
players the opportunity to earn ATP World Tour points; and offered Hultquist the chance to showcase 
the tennis and FSU athletic facilities to potential recruits. 

“It has been a great event for us the past couple of years,” Hultquist said. 

“We are one of a few schools in the country that will host one of these events and it has been a great 
way for our guys to jump-start their professional careers while still in college. I always look forward to 
this event.” 

Two years ago, now No. 51 ranked Dennis Shapovalov competed in the Futures event. Last year’s 
champion, Canadian Brayden Schnur, is currently ranked No. 197 in the world. 

This year’s tournament featured players ranked as high as 270 in the world. 

The event couldn’t have started any better in the tourney’s opening round of the singles main draw last 
Tuesday. FSU sophomore Alex Knaff stunned No. 1 seed and current No. 263 in the world, Austin 
Krajicek, 1-6, 6-4, 6-4. 

Though Knaff was beaten in the second round 6-2, 6-4 by professional player Jacob Dunbar, Kanff is 
determined to build on his victory over the 27-year-old Krajicek. 

Krajicek competes mainly on the ITF Futures and ATP Challenger Tour, both in singles and doubles. Knaff 
faced triple break point in the third set, but leaned on a steady serve to rally. 

“It is definitely a great win, probably the best of my career,” said Knaff, a 6-foot-5 native of Luxembourg 
who is majoring in physics. 

“It helps me lot in moving on and knowing that I can play at that level. I think that it is important that I 
work on my consistency.” 

The Seminoles put an exclamation mark on the tourney Sunday, as Jose Gracia and Lucas Poullain 
finished second in the doubles competition. 

FSU also enjoyed a solid fall season, finishing with three singles players ranked in the Top-60 and one 
doubles pair in the Top-10. 

Six Seminoles posted winning records, led by senior and No. 22 ranked Guy Iradukunda, Knaff and 
freshman Chase Wood. 



Hultquist said Knaff, who went 7-4, made the “biggest jump on our team this fall.” 

Knaff plans to use the fall season and Futures event - presented by Visit Tallahassee - as motivation 
heading into the Seminoles’ spring season. 

“I think this was a great way to end the fall,” he said. 

“I did a lot better than last year and I think it shows that that I have been working hard. I have to keep 
going and keep improving every day.” 


