
Bacon And Beasley Making Their Presence Felt At Florida State 
By Bob Ferrante 
Palm Beach Post 
December 18, 2015 
 
TALLAHASSEE -- One of the hallmarks of coach Leonard Hamilton’s teams at Florida State has been the scoring and 
leadership from seniors. 
  
Now the seniors have taken on a support role and let freshmen guards Malik Beasley and Dwayne Bacon do the heavy 
lifting. That has led to a few expected bumps in the road as the duo has had growing pains. But they have provided much of 
the scoring load while also guiding FSU to a 7-2 start. 
  
The Seminoles’ 90-66 win over Mississippi State was a prime example of just what Beasley and Bacon can offer. They 
started off slow, scoring just eight points on 3 of 7 shooting in the first half. But then the duo made 9 of 16 shots in the 
second half as they scored 29 of FSU’s 53 second-half points in a runaway win. 
  
It was a performance that left Bulldogs coach Ben Howland, who led UCLA to three Final Four appearances, to remark that 
Beasley and Bacon are among the best in the nation. 
  
“There’s not many freshman duos that are as impressive as those two,” Howland said. “They will be a real factor in the ACC 
for sure.” 
  
Only time will tell how FSU fares against a rigorous ACC schedule and the Seminoles still have a long way to go if they 
want to reach the NCAA Tournament for the first time since 2012. 
  
But Bacon and Beasley have the Seminoles on the right track. Beasley leads the team in scoring at 18.1 points per game, 
with Bacon right behind at 16.1 points. They each average 5.1 rebounds per game, which leads the team. 
  
While both are known for scoring, they want to be known for their rebounding, passing and defense, too. Beasley said FSU’s 
guards have a friendly competition to see who can get the most rebounds each night. On Wednesday, Beasley and sophomore 
point guard Xavier Rathan-Mayes led the team with 10 rebounds apiece. 
  
“I think that's a good emphasis,” Beasley said. “That way the bigs aren't always working to do it. It's pretty cool that we 
have a lot of versatile players.” 
  
The Seminoles have pushed the ball at will on opponents, wearing them down with a deep bench while scoring an average 
of 85 points per game (compared to 67 last season). Bacon and Beasley have been more than willing to run the fast break 
alongside Rathan-Mayes, who leads the ACC with 6.4 assists per game. 
  
Bacon is the program’s first McDonald’s All-American since Michael Snaer in 2009. A Lakeland native, Bacon is 6-foot-7, 
220 pounds and is a physical presence as he drives the lane. Beasley, who is from Alpharetta, Georgia, is a more polished 
spot-up shooter but is also an athletic 6-foot-5, 195-pounder with an efficient all-around game. 
  
Both guards have the talent that has already made the NBA take notice. Nearly 20 scouts were in attendance at Florida State 
State’s g against Mississippi State to watch Bacon, Beasley and MSU freshman Malik Newman. But Bacon and Beasley are 
driven to improve, knowing that while they are advanced for freshmen on offense they still have much to learn on the 
defensive end. 
  
“To be an outstanding player at the next level, or even at this level, you have to be an all-around player,” Bacon said. “The 
better I get at being an all-around player, the better I can be and the more successful I can be.” 
  
Bacon and Beasley were pursued by all of the top basketball programs before they made their commitment to FSU. One key 
factor in the decision to Beasley was to help FSU rebuild the program and return to the NCAA Tournament. 
  
“As a child, everybody wants to go to the North Carolinas and Dukes,” Beasley said. “I wanted to change it up and make a 
program better. And help the team do as best as it can. I wanted to bring my energy and play my game as best as I can. 
That’s what I want to do at Florida State. 
  
“They’ve been in a slump. Haven’t gone to the NCAA Tournament for a minute. It was my mind-set to change that.” 


