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in that category was Michael Snaer, 
McDonald’s 2009. When Bacon hit the 
game-winning shot it was reminiscent of 
Snaer, the master of buzzer beaters.  

During his career, Snaer won five 
games at the buzzer beating Duke (Jan-
uary 2012); Virginia Tech (February 
2012); Clemson (January 2013); Mary-
land (January 2013) and Georgia Tech 
(February 2013). Could Bacon become 

another Snaer? Possibly. He has the 
temperament and the talent.  

Vitale certainly is in his corner as he 
used his trademark statement to de-
scribe Bacon’s heroics: “He is a solid gold 
diaper dandy and a flat out PTPer (Prime 
Time Player.)”

Bacon did turn into a prime time play-
er in his initial season as he went on to 
establish Florida State freshman records 
with 536 total points while averaging 
15.8 points per game with 197 field goals 
made as well as 100 free throws. Those 
accomplishments were good enough to 

be named a Freshman All-American and 
to the All-ACC Freshman team. 

Pretty good start for the young player 
from Lakeland, who admits  “basketball 
was not my first love growing up. It was 
second. I played football, too.” But, as he 
continued to grow up, it became obvious 
that he could be a pretty darned good 
basketball player.

He came to college standing 6 feet 7 
inches and weighing 210 pounds with 
quickness and shooting ability that 
made him a handful for opponents on 
the court. PH
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December 29, 2015, is a date that stands out in the 
minds of Seminole basketball fans. It was the night 
that freshman Dwayne Bacon endeared himself to 
them with a jump shot for the ages. It was the night 

that TV announcer Dick Vitale proclaimed, “A star is born to-
night. A star. Remember the name, Dwayne Bacon.”

There were only seconds remaining in the game in Gaines-
ville and the scoreboard read:  FSU 71, Florida 71. Bacon clearly 
recalls what happened next: “We called a timeout and were in 
the huddle. Coach Hamilton wanted me to take the shot and 

Coach Jones drew up the play. I was confident enough. It kinda 
excited me inside because I didn’t know why he wanted me to 
take the shot as a freshman.”

As the ball was inbounded to Bacon, with the clock ticking 
away precious seconds, he drove toward the basket, and as the 
Gator defense collapsed on him, with five seconds left, pulled up 
in the paint and confidently swished the jump shot that won the 
game for FSU.  

Coming out of high school, Bacon was a McDonald’s All-
American (2015). Prior to his arrival, the most recent player 
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Head coach Leonard Hamilton liked 
Bacon’s potential from the first time 
he saw him.  “Dwayne was just a player 
you saw the fluidity in. He had savvy in 
understanding how to play. His vision, 
ball-handling and creative skills were 
unusual for a player at a young stage 
of the game. We knew that he had that 
little something different and special 
about him.” 

A lot of schools were interested in him 
and made offers. Why Florida State?

“Definitely the coaching staff.  The 
relationship I had with them. I felt more 
comfortable being here than anywhere 
else,” said Bacon.

Bacon committed to FSU on the same 

day that Malik Beasley, a 6-4 shooting 
guard from Alpharetta, Georgia, made 
his commitment. The two had met on 
their official visits. Realizing that they 
could make an immediate contribution 
at Florida State, they got to campus early 
in the summer and began working out.

Beasley ended up scoring 529 points 
and averaged 15.6 points per game. Sign-
ing two players who contributed over 
1,000 points in their freshman season 
attracted lots of attention in recruiting 
circles setting up the current recruiting 
class that has been ranked as high as 
eighth in the nation. 

After the season, Dwayne and Malik 
parted basketball ways. Beasley decided 

to turn pro and was drafted 19th in the 
first round by the Denver Nuggets. Ba-
con decided to return for another Semi-
nole season.

“I wanted to get better. To develop. 
Understand the game better,” said Ba-
con. “I want to work on a lot of things. 
Know where to go (on the floor) and to 
make a difference when I get there. Not 
be just another player. Perfect a lot of 
things.” That’s good news for the Semi-
noles.

It doesn’t surprise assistant coach 
Charlton Young who has been follow-
ing Bacon since he was head coach at 
Georgia Southern and Dwayne was a 
ninth-grader. “Dwayne is very different,” 
he said. “He is very loyal. A relationship 
guy. He is about substance. He is not 
about bells and whistles.”

Given that Bacon will be starting his 
second season with no Beasley in the 
lineup, will his role change? “Not really,” 
said Coach Hamilton. “He has made the 
adjustment from being a freshman to be-
ing a sophomore and we have brought in 

some players and have some remaining 
that he will enjoy playing with as well.”

The 2016-17 team looks to have more 
depth than any Seminole team in pre-
vious years. There is experience at 
every position, and there are 15 play-
ers who can see action without a ma-
jor drop-off in talent when the bench 
bunch comes in.

A key returnee is the X-man (Xavier 
Rathan-Mayes) who provides leadership 
as a floor general. An accurate shooter, 
Rathan-Mayes will also get Bacon and 
others involved in the offense. And, the 
’Noles will once again have one of the 
tallest teams. A more seasoned 7-foot-
4-inch Christ Koumadje returns for his 
sophomore season and 7-foot-1-inch Mi-
chael Ojo, coming off a season-ending 
injury, is back for his 5th season. In fact 
there is only one player on the team who 
is shorter than 6’4”.

There is also lots of excitement about 
the addition of 6-foot-10-inch, 210-pound 
Jonathan Isaac from Naples who elected 
to come to college instead of going from 
high school to the NBA.

Bacon assesses the team and feels like 
the biggest area of improvement needs 
to come on defense. “If we improve on 
our defense and get more stops, we will 
be an excellent team. We’ve got the of-
fense to score for sure.”

Bacon has worked very hard in the off-
season to perfect his jump shot to add 
even more to the offense. “I have been 
working a lot with the coaches to change 
my shot,” he said.

Any time you walk into the gym at 
Florida State, chances are good that you 
will see Dwayne Bacon at work. He esti-
mates that he shoots 600 shots or more 
per day. He wants to be a threat from the 
3-point range as well. Last year, he only 

hit on 32 threes in 114 tries (28 percent).
Coach Young agrees that improved 

outside shooting by Bacon will make 
him even more dangerous. “He has to be 
a guy who puts the ball in the hole for us. 
Obviously, he has to improve his outside 
shot, which he has worked his fanny off 
this summer to get better at. His shot will 
be greatly improved,” said Young.

At the team honors banquet last year 
Dwayne Bacon walked off with four 
awards. He won the Dave Cowens Chair-
man of the Boards Award for his rebound-
ing expertise (197 rebounds); Bob Sura 
Outstanding Offensive Player Award; 
the Outstanding Student-Athlete Award; 
and one that he is extremely proud of is 
the First-Year Academic Award.

“Yes, I take pride in the Academ-
ic Award because of my parents. All 
through high school, if I didn’t come 
home with As and Bs, I was in trouble 
with my mom and dad. So I just applied 
that in college. If I’m here in college I 
need to do the work and get a good de-
gree while I am here,” Bacon said.

Ask him what his favorite subject is 
and you may stump Dwayne. Surpris-
ingly, he likes them all.  “I enjoy every-
thing — writing, and I passed two math 
courses.  I like to learn different things 
and apply them and use my knowledge 
the best way,” he says.

After college, he hopes to play in the 
NBA but he also wants to apply his 

learning and experiences to start “a cou-
ple of businesses. I want to stay in the 
game of basketball as long as I can, but 
I want to have investments of my own, 
too,” said Bacon.

Another area in which Bacon is in-
volved is in community service. “I like 
it. Actually, I do a lot of community ser-
vice, especially with kids,” he said. Bacon 
particularly likes the community service 
project that the team is involved in. “It 
is called ‘Don’t Text and Drive,’” Bacon 
said. “We are trying to stop texting and 
driving and hopefully save lives.”   

When Florida State signed Dwayne 
Bacon to a scholarship to play basket-
ball they knew they were getting a good 
player. How well-rounded and proficient 
he is in other areas was an added bonus.

In his usual thoughtful way, Dwayne 
Bacon sums up what this scholarship 
means to him. “I feel so fortunate to be 
a student-athlete at Florida State Univer-
sity. The support, resources and oppor-
tunities FSU provides us on a daily ba-
sis make it possible for us to pursue our 
goals and realize our dreams. And that’s 
a pretty powerful gift when you think 
about it.”

And when the coaches and Boosters 
think about it, they are proud to provide 
and fund a scholarship to a student-athlete 
like Dwayne Bacon who represents the 
university well in all areas of his life.  SB

“Dwayne Bacon resisted the urge to 
turn pro after one year and should reap 
the benefits as the featured scorer in the 
Seminoles’ offense this season.”

C.L. BROWN
ESPN.com
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Pages 50-53: All-American Dwayne Bacon 
arrives at Florida State for his second season. 
The ’Noles have high hopes for this All-Star team 
leader in 2017.
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