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Sharpshooter. 
 
That's the word that initially comes to mind when senior Florida State guard P.J. Savoy's name is mentioned. 
 
Savoy is two three-pointers away from breaking 100 threes for his career at FSU with at least 29 more games to go 
this season. 
 
But he wants to be more than that. 
 
He's spent the last two seasons coming off the bench because his defense hasn't been up to the level that the No. 
15 Seminoles (2-0) are looking for from their starters.  
 
He made sure that wasn't going to be the case in his final season. 
 
"I think P.J. is a little more mature than other guys and he realizes that what we’re asking of him is a little more than 
what he had to do in high school and junior college," FSU coach Leonard Hamilton said.  
 
"He took it upon himself to get as fit as possible and he deserves all the credit for that. He was aware that he was 
going into his senior year and we needed him to be have a lot more input into the success of our team. He disciplined 
himself, worked out, watched what he’s been eating, and done a great job of getting himself into the condition that 
it takes for us to compete." 
 
Savoy arrived at FSU from Sheridan College in Wyoming for the 2016-17 season.  
 
At Sheridan, Savoy made 85 of the 199 three-pointers he took that season and averaged 16.8 points per game.  
But he didn't play defense and was there for one reason and one reason only. To score.  
 
"Coming in out of junior college you could tell he’d never been forced to defend the way he had to defend at this 
level," FSU assistant coach Charlton Young said.  
 
"P.J., his ability to shoot the ball gave him the ability to make big time shots and not worry about playing defense. 
Coach Ham challenged him when he came in and he’s a little bit more competitive than what people think. Him 
being so competitive and wanting to make every shot has carried over with his defense to shut people up that say 
he can’t defend or won’t defend." 
 
His sophomore season -- and first season at FSU in 2016-17 -- he hit a number of big shots for the Seminoles, but he 
was a defensive liability on the court and was only able to play 8.1 minutes per game. 
 
He worked on his defense during the off-season and increased his playing time to 13.1 minutes per game, but still 
wasn't playing at the level that he needed to play at on the defensive end of the court to get the minutes that he 
wanted.  
 
FSU lost a couple starters from last year's team -- guard Braian Angola in particular -- and Savoy knew that he needed 
to step up to make up for that absence. 
 
"Coming in (to this season), I knew I had to make an immediate impact," Savoy said.  
 



"We were losing some key guys on the defensive end of the court, so I knew I had to step up my defense in order to 
not let us have that fall off. It was a big emphasis for me." 
 
Savoy dropped 15 pounds during the off-season by drinking water instead of juice, running more, and eating smaller 
portions.  
 
So far it's paid off. 
 
Savoy has averaged 31 minutes per game over the first two games of the season and is leading the team with 17 
points per game. 
 
He's knocked down eight of the 13 threes he's taken so far this season, but his play on the defensive end of the court 
has been the most impressive thing so far. 
 
Savoy is playing with energy, aggressiveness, and good technique, and he's been able to do it over long stretches of 
time. 
 
"I take a lot of pride in it," Savoy said.  
 
"Having someone scoring on you is kind of a pride thing. You don’t want anybody scoring on you… I knew I had to 
be a little quicker with my feet and the only way to do that was to lose a little weight. I’ve been working hard this 
off-season just honing my skills on the defensive end and trying to be lighter on my feet." 
 
Hamilton has been forced to play Savoy so much over the first two games because of the quality of opponents that 
the Seminoles have faced in Florida and Tulane. 
 
He wants to rotate his players more, and he will as the season progresses, but his willingness to keep Savoy on the 
court for extended periods of time says a lot about how far the sharpshooter has come as a basketball player. 
 
"I think what has happened with P.J. is that he’s improved with the technical things we’ve asked him to do," Hamilton 
said.  
 
"How he uses his hands, his feet, being consistent with the fundamentals, closing out with his hands contesting 
shots. He’s been pretty consistent in those areas, but being in better condition and being strong and having much 
better lung capacity kind of gives him an opportunity to use his ability to stay focus and execute his techniques 
better, longer, and more aggressively." 
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