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Down 11 points in the second round of last years NCAA men’s basketball tournament, Florida State 
found itself in familiar territory. Trailing by double-digits to Xavier seemed like Déjà vu to the 2017 second 
round game that ended one of the best seasons in FSU basketball history.  

 
However, the Madness of March struck Nashville, Tenn., late on a Sunday night. The Seminoles 

began cutting the lead and ultimately found themselves in a position where winning seemed not only 
possible, but likely. 

 
Trailing by two with under 1:30 left, the Seminoles needed someone to step up as a team leader. 

Senior PJ Savoy, who is regarded as the best shooter on a team full of shooters, and one of the team’s most 
fearless players, was waiting for his moment. 

 
“Coming down, they had the ball, and we knew we needed a crucial stop,” said Savoy. “Trent 

(Forrest) ended up with a steal, and I was running the right wing. Trent was eyeing me with that look like 
he was going to pass it and to be ready. I didn’t know if he was going to pass it to me for the drive or for the 
three-point play and I just stopped at the 3-point line. He gave it to me; I hesitated and pumped faked the 
defender. He didn’t step up. so I shot it and it went in.” 

 
Savoy’s magic moment 3-pointer was heard around the basketball world and now is viewed as one 

of the biggest shots in Florida State basketball history. His shot put the Seminoles up by one.  The Seminoles 
would never look back and defeated the No. 1 seed in the West Region, 75-70. 

 
While his renowned shot may define his legacy to some, it’s the journey Savoy took to get that 

moment that defines him.  
 
Born in Las Vegas, N.V., basketball has always been a love for Savoy. In fact, it’s often viewed as 

the identity of the Savoy family.  
 
“I grew up watching my dad (Patrick Savoy Sr.) play,” said Savoy. “He played for UNLV, overseas 

and in the NBA for a few years. My mom played as well, and my sister fell in love with it too so it’s in our 
blood.” 

 
Growing up, Savoy looked to follow in his father’s footsteps. His dad was a standout at UNLV and 

led the Runnin’ Rebels in scoring in 1995.  He made it his mission to ensure P.J. could live out his dream as 
a Division I basketball player. 

 
“He taught me how to see the game, how to make smart reads and the flow of the game,” said 

Savoy. “He’s the one that taught me how to shoot. I give him all my credit when it comes to that.”  
 
From the guidance of family, Savoy would grow into a basketball standout in Las Vegas after 

switching to a wing player during his freshman year of high school.  
 

After starring at Chaparral High, he transferred to Las Vegas High for his last two years. There, 
Savoy turned into one of the best basketball players west of the Rocky Mountains, averaging 17.7 points, 
7.1 rebounds and earning first team all-state honors.  

 



While many rely on athleticism and pure talent as a competitive edge at the high school level, 
Savoy used a mental approach in his game. Developing into a sharpshooter, confidence developed as the 
key trait in the wing’s game.  

 
“Its just confidence,” said Savoy. “My team, the coaches, my mom, my dad, they’re all extremely 

confident in me every time I shoot. When they’re confident in me I get even more confident in myself.” 
 

For most, such accolades earn the attention and recognition from Division I recruiters. Savoy found 
himself in a different arena. One where his game was lost in the Nevada desert and ultimately did not earn 
a Division I offer. 

 
“Not being recognized in high school gave me the fight and chip on my shoulder,” Savoy said. 

“Nobody really gave me the credibility that some people said I deserved.” 
 
Down but not out, Savoy would use confidence and the chip on his shoulder to take a less appealing 

track to playing Division I basketball. He enrolled at Sheridan Community College in Wyoming, using the 
year to develop as a player and as a person. 

 
“I was skeptical at first about going to junior college, but both my parents went to junior college,” 

said Savoy. “They mentioned how it was a stepping stone and how playing Division I basketball was still 
possible. I bought into the idea. I was 100 percent on board with the idea.  When I went to Sheridan, I fell 
in love with the place, the environment and the coaches.” 

 
Savoy would star at Sheridan, where he averaged 16.8 points, 5.1 rebounds and made 85 3- point 

shots while starting 24 games. The sharpshooter earned his way but the Division I calls were still not coming.  
 
With the experience of being overlooked in the past, Savoy found himself in a similar situation 

once again. And after not being invited to one of the top JUCO postseason camps in Kansas, Savoy had to 
use confidence as a mechanism and play his way in.  

 
Like a scene out of a Rocky movie, Savoy was knocked down, but got back up again. He used his 

platform to showcase his shooting abilities, ultimately earning an invitation to the Kansas Postseason Camp 
and earning scholarship offers from the likes of UNLV, Texas and Florida State.   

 
It was his visit to Florida State and the culture of brotherhood that stood out to Savoy in his college 

decision.  
 

 “On my visit, I talked to the guys like Phil (Cofer), Terance (Mann), X (Xavier Rathan-Mayes),” said 
Savoy.  “They were cool guys and told me that I could see myself in here.  I talked to the coaches more, and 
they were interested in me so much that it sounded like a good fit for me.” 
 
 Savoy enrolled at Florida State and immediately became a contributor. In his first season, Savoy 
was a member of the acclaimed “Boom Squad”, a name given to the Florida State reserves that consistently 
brought energy and the recognition as one of the best benches in the country.  
 
 In just his third career game, he displayed the potential the Seminole coaches and players first saw 
on campus visit.  During a December matchup against Southern Mississippi, Savoy would score a career-
high 27 points on seven-of-10 shooting from the 3-point line.  
 
 For many, it would serve as the defining moment in finally overcoming obstacles to make it on the 
big stage. For Savoy, whose confidence oozes on the court, it was just taking advantage of the opportunity.  
 



 “I felt extremely grateful,” said Savoy.  “Coach (Leonard) Hamilton and Coach (Dennis) Gates 
blessed me with this opportunity to come play here at a high level, and to show them what I could do was 
amazing to me.” 
 
 Confidence shines for Savoy in the Donald L. Tucker Center, home of Florida State basketball. As 
he continues to shine on the court throughout his career, his signature trait ultimately has made him and 
his teammates better.    
 

“I have seen his confidence rise with every game he plays.   It’s fun to play with him because he 
knows the offense, and he helps us play to each other’s strengths,” said Mann. “Everybody on our team 
loves PJ and loves playing with PJ because he makes us better.” 
 
 As for Savoy, he enters his senior season ranked eighth all-time at Florida State in three-point field 
goal percentage. He has become a senior leader for a team that looks to build on a 2017-18 season that 
saw them in the Elite Eight of the NCAA tournament.  
 
 “We are extremely effective in transition and PJ is a very important reason we are successful 
offensively,” said Hamilton. “He’s a difference maker for us because of his ability to make shots.  PJ has 
worked so hard to improve himself on both ends of the court; we are a better team because he has worked 
to improve his overall game.” 
 
 Accolades aren’t important to Savoy. He enters his senior season with one goal in mind: Team 
Success.  
 

“For myself, I expect nothing but greatness; to work hard every day, to bring my teammates to a 
level that I want us to play at and provide Tallahassee with a national championship,’ he said.   

 
With confidence being contagious from the likes of PJ Savoy, the sky is the limit from an already 

illustrious career.  


