
VCU VOLLEYBALL 

2018 MATCH NOTES
VCU Athletics Communications • 1300 West Broad Street, Richmond, Va.  23284 

Contact: Chris Kowalczyk • O: (804) 828-8818 • C: (330) 348-6869 • E: ckowalczyk@vcu.edu • T: @VCUHorns

Tallahassee Seminole Classic
Sept. 7-8 •  Tallahassee, Fla. 

VCU Rams
2018 Record: 2-5
LOCATION: Richmond, Va. 
CONFERENCE: Atlantic 10
COACH: Jody Rogers
AT VCU: 108-60 (6th Year)
CAREER: 514-240 (22nd Year)

2018 SCHEDULE

Date  Opponent      Time/Res.
A24 at N.C. State L, 2-3
A25 vs. Washington State L, 0-3
A27 WICHITA STATE L, 2-3
A31 at Seton Hall L, 2-3
S1 vs. Oklahoma W, 3-1
S1 vs. #14 Pitt L, 0-3
S4 GEORGETOWN W, 3-1
S7 at Florida State 6 p.m.
S8 at Florida A&M 11:30 a.m.
S8 vs. Southern Miss 4:30 p.m.
S11 at Virginia Tech 6 p.m.
S14 VIRGINIA 7 p.m.
S15 TOLEDO 1 p.m.
S15 SOUTH CAROLINA 7 p.m.
S17 JAMES MADISON 6 p.m.
S21 *LA SALLE 7 p.m.
S23 *DUQUESNE 1 p.m.
S28 *at Saint Louis 7 p.m.
S30 *at Dayton 1 p.m.
O6 *at Davidson 6 p.m.
O12 *GEORGE MASON 7 p.m.
O14 *GEORGE WASHINGTON 1 p.m.
O19 *at Rhode Island 7 p.m.
O21 *at Fordham 1 p.m.
O26 *DAYTON 7 p.m.
O28 *SAINT LOUIS 1 p.m.
N2 *at George Washington 7 p.m.
N3 *at George Mason 7 p.m.
N7 HIGH POINT 6 p.m.
N10 *DAVIDSON 5 p.m.
N16-18 Atlantic 10 Tournament TBA 

* - Denotes Atlantic 10 match
Home matches in CAPS

Talking Points

TARGET ON OUR BACKS
VCU is the unanimous favorite to repeat as Atlantic 10 Conference champions, according to 
league coaches. The Rams collected all 10 first place votes in the annual A-10 Preseason Poll and 
led the league with 100 points. Dayton, last year’s league runner-up, was second with 90 points. 
Saint Louis and Duquesne were tabbed third and fourth, respectively.

LOADED DOCKET
On the heels of their 2017 Atlantic 10 Championship season, the Rams have loaded up their 2018 
schedule with NCAA Tournament contenders. VCU’s 2018 slate includes six teams that reached 
the NCAA Tournament last season, including five squads that ranked inside the RPI top 50. 
VCU has faced Pitt, currently ranked 13th in the AVCA Top 25 Poll, as well as Washington State, 
which recently moved into the top 25, this season. The Rams also dropped a five-set decision to 
Wichita State on Aug. 27. The Shockers received 26 points and are listed 32nd in the most recent 
AVCA poll. 

WHO’S BACK?
VCU returns five starters and 11 letterwinners from last year’s 30-3 club. Middle blocker Tori 
Baldwin returns for her senior campaign. The 6-foot-3 native of North Carolina was named 
AVCA All-East Region, All-Atlantic 10 First Team, and A-10 All-Tournament Team following 
a junior season in which she set a school record for hitting percentage (.360) and ranked sixth 
nationally in blocks per set (1.53).  

The Rams also welcome back A-10 Tournament MVP Vicky Giommarini, who led the team in 
total kills (308), as well as middle blocker Jasmin Sneed, who ranked fifth nationally in blocks 
per set (1.57). 

WHO’S NOT?
VCU will look to replace the contributions of AVCA All-East Region selection and 2017 Atlantic 
10 Conference Libero of the Year Rebekah Strange, as well as All-Atlantic 10 Conference First 
Team pick Alica Kandler. Strange provided 5.00 digs per set last season, while Kandler led the 
team in kills per set (2.75). 

WHO’S NEW?
The Rams added four newcomers in the offseason:

Iro Hounta l Outside Hitter l 5-11 l Peania, Greece (Lyceum Glykon Neron)

VCU, Please

On first reference, it is acceptable to use 
VCU or Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity. Please do not use “Virginia Common-
wealth” or “Va. Commonwealth” when 
referring to VCU. 

QUICK FACTS

Enrollment 32,000
Founded  1838
Nickname Rams
Colors Black & Gold (PMS 130)
President Dr. Michael Rao, Ph.D.
Director of Athletics Ed McLaughlin
Conference Atlantic 10
Home Court Stuart C. Siegel Center
2017 Record 30-3 (14-0 A-10)
NCAA Appearances 2 (2005, 2017)

DID YOU KNOW?
VCU Coach Jody Rogers was named the 2009 
AVCA Division II National Coach of the Year and 
the 2012 Captain U National Coach of the Year. 
Rogers Coached eight All-Americans and led D-II 
Indianapolis to the 2012 National Semifinals.



Hounta was named MVP of the Greek U17 National Championship and won a national title in 2017. 
Hounta also led her U17 team to a national runner-up finish in 2016. She was selected for the U18 and 
U19 national teams for the CEV European qualifiers. Hounta has starred for the Iraklis Kifisias Volleyball 
Club since 2013. A well-rounded athlete, Hounta has also earned a pair of letters in track & field.

Aysha Hood l MB/OH l 6-0 l West Bloomfield, Mich. (Walled Lake Central)
Named All-Lakes Conference and All-Oakland County, Hood led Walled Lake Central to district cham-
pionships in 2017 and 2018. She also spearheaded runs to the KLAA Conference title in 2017 and a Lakes 
Conference tournament crown in 2018.  A member of the Legacy Volleyball Club Elite program, which is 
ranked in the top 10 in the open division and placed ninth at the USA Volleyball Junior Nationals in 2017, 
for five years.

Alyna Draper l Libero l 5-6 l Phoenix, Ariz. (Xavier College Prep)
A four-year varsity player, Draper collected 1,171 digs during her high school career for the Gators. 
She also helped lead Xavier to three state championships, including a 2017 title while serving as a team 
captain. Draper, who is a member of the AZ East Valley Juniors volleyball club program, trained at the 
U.S. Olympic Training Center in Chula Vista, Calif. as part of the High Performance Beach program. 
She is a member of the National Honor Society and plans to study cinema.

Danielle David l Setter l 5-7 l Virginia Beach, Va. (Bayside)
A three-year starter and captain for Bayside High School, David has also been a member of the Beach 
Elite volleyball club for 10 years. David qualified for USA Volleyball Nationals five times. A member of 
the Health and Sciences Students of America, David served as her junior class president.

WE’RE GOING STREAKING!
The biggest storyline of VCU’s unforgettable 2017 season was its 27-match win streak. The Rams. VCU 
fell to Notre Dame on Sept. 1, 2017, and did not lose again until it dropped an NCAA First Round 
match to Pittsburgh on Dec. 1, 2017. During the streak, VCU completed a perfect 14-0 Atlantic 10 
Conference schedule and won two A-10 Tournament matches to claim its first title since joining the 
league in 2012. 

While it may be hard to believe, VCU’s incredible streak is not a school record. The Rams’ 1985 squad 
won 30 in a row on the way to a 43-3 season. 

WE SHOULD TALK ABOUT THE BLOCKING
VCU knows how to throw a block party. The Rams led the country in blocks per set last season at 3.29 
per frame. If you think the party’s over, you should probably reconsider. The Rams return both Jasmin 
Sneed (1.57) and Tori Baldwin (1.53) to the middle, who ranked fifth and sixth nationally, respectively, 
in blocks per set. Additionally, rising junior opposite Gina Tuzzolo added 1.03 blocks per set last year. 

OH, YEAH, ALSO THIS...
Due in large part to VCU’s dominant blocking attack, the Rams also led the nation in opponent hitting 
percentage in 2017 at a paltry .130. While VCU returns most of its blocking corps in 2018, the Rams 
will look to replace the back-row play of A-10 Libero of the Year Rebekah Strange, who averaged 5.00 
digs per set, which ranked 37th nationally.   
 
I’M NOT SURE WHAT THE FOUR NINES DOES, BUT THE ACE, I THINK, IS PRETTY HIGH
VCU didn’t just defend well in 2017, the Rams excelled at putting opponents on their heels right from 
the start. VCU’s aggressive serving produced 183 aces last season, an average of 1.58 per, set a mark that 
ranked 23rd in the country. Giommarini and Tuzzolo, who produced 41 and 39 aces, respectively, in 
2017, return. 

TURNING 30 AIN’T SO BAD
VCU collected 30 wins in 2017, the most by a VCU team since the 1985 season, when the Rams finished 43-3. VCU’s 30 victories are the fourth-
most in team history, behind only 1985 (43), 1979 (42) and 1982 (41). 
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2017 Atlantic 10 
FINAL STANDINGS

Team  A-10  Overall
1-VCU 14-0 30-3
2-Dayton 13-1 23-8
3-Saint Louis 10-4 13-15
4-Duquesne 8-6 13-6
5-Rhode Island 6-8 12-16
6-GW 6-8 11-21
7-La Salle 4-10 14-16
8-Fordham 4-10 12-15
9-Davidson 3-11 10-17
10-George Mason 2-12 6-21

AVCA/Coaches 
Top 25 Poll

#-School Pts.  *Rec. Last
1-Minnesota (35)  1538 5-0 3
2-Wisconsin (6)  1460 4-0  8 
3-BYU (7)  1424 5-0  9 
4-Stanford (8)  1414 4-1  1 
5-Penn State (4)  1289 5-0  6 
6-Texas  1274 3-1  2 
7-Nebraska (3)  1257 4-1  5 
8-Florida  1117 3-2  4 
9-UCLA  1085 4-0  10 
10-USC (1)  1076 5-1  7 
11-Illinois  1048 5-0  11 
12-Washington  813 3-1  13 
13-Pittsburgh  799 6-0  14 
14-Creighton  716 4-2  15 
15-Baylor  604 4-2  12 
T-16-Kentucky  582 3-3  16 
T-16-San Diego  582 1-3  19 
18-Oregon  514 4-2  18 
19-Purdue  450 5-0  20 
20-Michigan  310 5-0  23 
21-Utah  299 5-1  22 
22-Cal Poly  216 5-1  24 
23-Washington State  202 4-0  NR 
24-Colorado  192 3-2  21 
25-Marquette  165 5-1 

Others receiving Votes: Iowa State 88; 
Northern Iowa 68; Alabama 30; Arizona 
28; Louisville 27; Cincinnati 26; Wichita 
State 26; Colorado State 21; Oregon 
State 13; UCF 12; Wyoming 12; Georgia 
11; Michigan State 7

2018 VCU opponents in bold



2018 VCU Roster
No. Name Pos. Yr. Ht. Hometown/High School (Previous)
1 Madalon Simpson L Jr. 5-5 Louisville, Ky./Mercy Academy
2 Jasmin Sneed MB Jr. 6-0 San Antonio, Texas/Tom Clark
3 Kaila Robinson OH So. 5-10 Ridgefield, Wash./Skyview
4 Diamond Boxley-Welton MB Jr. 6-0 Farmville, Va./Prince Edward County
5 Dajah Ard S Jr. 5-6 Arlington, Texas/Mansfield Summit
6 Alyna Draper L Fr. 5-6 Phoenix, Ariz./Xavier College Prep
7 Aysha Hood MB Fr. 6-0 Detroit, Mich./Walled Lake Central
8 Julia Adler OPP Sr. 6-0 Brampton, Ontario/Holy Name of Mary Catholic Secondary
10 Tyler Sroufe S Jr. 5-9 Tampa, Fla./Wharton 
13 Iro Chounta OH Fr. 5-11 Peania, Greece/Lyceum Glykon Neron
14 Vicky Giommarini OH Jr. 6-0 Rome, Italy/Multicenter School
15 Tori Baldwin MB Sr. 6-3 Liberty, N.C./Providence 
16 Dani Jo David S Fr. 5-7 Virginia Beach, Va./Bayside
17 Gina Tuzzolo OPP Jr. 6-2 Newport News, Va./Peninsula Catholic 
18 Paula Neciporuka OH/DS So. 5-8 Kuldiga, Latvia/Murjanu Sporta Gimnazija 

Head Coach: Jody Rogers (Sixth season, Eastern Connecticut ‘93)
Assistant Coaches: Patrick Maloney (Third season, George Mason ’13), 
Morris Cephas (First season, King ‘11)
Graduate Assistant: Ryan Leary (Second season, Kansas ‘17)
Volunteer Assistant Coach: Sean Luhmann (First season)
Director of Volleyball Operations: Tucker Evans (First season)
Strength and Conditioning Coach: Tim Kontos (Radford ’97)
Athletic Trainer: Reynaldo Valdez (First season)

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE
Alyna Draper = Ah-LEE-Nah Draper
Aysha Hood = AYE-Shah Hood 
Iro Chounta  = EAR-o HOON-TAH
Kaila Robinson = K-EYE-lah
Dajah Ard = DAY-jah
Tyler Sroufe = SROHF
Gina Tuzzolo = Tuh-ZO-low
Paula Neciporuka = POW-lah Neh-ch-EE-POR-oo-kah

INDIVIDUAL
Kills 
41 Laureen Bidi at UNCW (10/5/02)

Attempts
83 Laureen Bidi vs. Towson (9/21/02)

Hitting Percentage
.944 [17-0-18] Melissa Peterson vs. Liberty (10/21/05) 

Assists
73 Tracey Angiouli vs. Davidson  (9/13/91)

Aces
10 Jonnie Stone vs. Georgetown (10/3/89)

Digs
50 Griselle Lopez Pereira at Davidson (9/3/04)
50 Kelly Baker vs. William & Mary (9/17/85)

Total Blocks
14 Martina Samadan (1-13) vs. Saint Louis (10/12/12)

Solo Blocks
9 Jonnie Stone vs. Towson (10/20/89)

TEAM
Kills
87 at Georgetown (10/16/07)

Attempts
274 vs. Appalachian St (9/27/85)

Hitting Percentage
.544 vs. Liberty (9/6/13)

Assists
82 at Georgetown (10/16/07)

Aces
22 vs. Jacksonville (10/11/90)

Digs
227 vs. Maryland (9/13/85)
227 vs. Appalachian State (9/27/85)

Blocks
22.0 at James Madison (9/24/06)

Solo Blocks
13 vs. Howard (9/5/91) 
13 vs. Hartford (10/4/91) 
13 vs. Howard (9/2/97)

VCU single-Match Records
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BEEN EVERYWHERE, MAN
When it comes to building a roster, 
VCU Coach Jody Rogers and her staff 
have proven they will span the globe, 
if necessary.

VCU’s roster includes players from 
five different countries (United States, 
Canada, Greece, Italy and Latvia) and 
eight different states (Virginia, Texas, 
Washington, Arizona, North Caroli-
na, Kentucky, Michigan and Florida). 

ROGERS JOINS THE 500 CLUB
VCU Coach Jody Rogers picked up 
her 500th career NCAA victory Oct. 
6, 2017 in a 3-0 sweep of confer-
ence-rival Duquesne. Rogers, who 
led Division II Indianapolis for 16 
seasons prior to taking over at VCU 
in 2013, is 514-240 in 22 seasons.

Rogers has posted a winning record 
in 18 of the past 19 seasons. She 
led VCU to 26 wins and the A-10 
Conference Championship Match in 
her first season and is 108-60 in six 
seasons at the helm for the Rams.

In 16 seasons, Rogers led UIndy to 
seven NCAA berths, including a Fi-
nal Four apperance in 2012. She has 
won a pair of National Coach of the 
Year awards during her career.  

CHASING HISTORY
Tori Baldwin set a school record for 
single-season hitting percentage in 
2017, now she’s eyeing the program 
mark for career blocks. She needs just 
nine (As of Sept. 6) to overtake Kelsie 
Clegg atop VCU’s all-time list. Team-
mate Jasmin Sneed is also climbing 
the list. She has already piled up 371 
blocks in a little over two seasons.  

TOTAL BLOCKS (CAREER)
1. Kelsie Clegg, 2007-10 434
2. Tori Baldwin, 2015-18 426
3.  Ivana Rich, 2006-09 384
4. Jasmin Sneed, 2016-18 371
5. Cecilia Aragao, 2011-14 370
6. Jonnie Stone, 1987, 89-90 350
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VCU Head Coach Jody Rogers

At first glance of Jody Rogers’ 
resume, it’s obvious she’s a born 
winner. With more than 500 
career victories in 21 sea-
sons as a head coach, Rogers 
knows how to build and run 
a winning program. It’s those 
qualities that led VCU Athletic 
Director Ed McLaughlin to 
name her head coach of the 
VCU Volleyball program on 
Feb. 11, 2013.

“Jody is a proven winner 
who brings a lot of energy to 
the VCU Athletics family,” 
McLaughlin said. “She is a 
teacher of the game who will 
promote hard work, discipline 

and strong communication as keys to sustainable, elite-level success, both 
athletically and academically. We are excited for her to lead our program 
and achieve our goals of providing a tremendous student-athlete experi-
ence and winning championships.”
  
VCU players have earned 20 All-Atlantic 10 citations under Rogers’ 
watch. Following the 2014 season, two players, Cecilia Aragao and Janelle 
Sykes, signed professional contracts in Europe. Rogers has coached her 
team to a winning record in 18 of the past 19 seasons.
 
Rogers, the reigning Atlantic 10 Coach of the Year, led VCU to unprece-
dented success in 2017. The Rams captured their first Atlantic 10 Confer-
ence regular season and tournament titles on the way 
to an NCAA Tournament appearance. Along the way, 
VCU won 27 consecutive matches, the longest win 
streak in the country that season. The Rams finished 
their outstanding 2017 campaign with a 30-3 mark, 
including a perfect 14-0 in the A-10. 
  
It didn’t take long for Rogers to get to the business of 
winning. The Rams finished 26-8 during Rogers’ first 
season in Richmond and advanced to the Atlantic 10 
Conference Championship Match. VCU’s final RPI 
of 52 was the program’s best since the NCAA began 
tracking the metric. 
 
Rogers’ influence also yielded individual success. Ro-
mana Kriskova, who moved from right side to outside 
hitter prior to the 2013 season, produced a school-re-
cord 623 kills and was named A-10 Player of the 
Year, AVCA All-East Region and AVCA All-America 
Honorable Mention. 
 
“The program has so much potential, and that’s the 
main reason why I came to VCU,” says Rogers. “My 
coaching philosophy is that we go fast, and we have 
athletic players that can do great things on the court 
and in the classroom. There’s a solid foundation in 
place, but now we look to operate at an even higher 
level.”
 
Rogers came to VCU following 16 wildly successful 
seasons at the University of Indianapolis, where she 
built the Greyhounds into a perennial national power 
at the Division II level. In 2012, her final season in 
Indianapolis, she led UIndy to the 2012 Final Four 
and the program’s third 30-plus win season in the past 
six years.

 
During her 16 years at UIndy, Rogers compiled a 406-180 (.693) mark, 
which ranked in the top-30 nationally among Division II coaches for 
both total wins (26th) and winning percentage (26th). She led the 
Greyhounds to four straight top-15 finishes and was named the 2012 
CaptainU National Coach of the Year, as well as the 2009 AVCA National 
Coach of the Year. Rogers coached seven AVCA All-Americans during 
her tenure at UIndy.
 
A 1993 graduate of Eastern Connecticut State, Rogers had been the 
women’s volleyball coach at Newbury Junior College in Brookline, Mass. 
She also was the boys’ volleyball coach at Waltham (Mass.) H.S., starting 
a new program in February of 1997. In 1995-96, Rogers was an athlet-
ic compliance intern at Boston College, working with BC’s 32 varsity 
sports. Prior to her stint at BC, Rogers was an assistant volleyball coach 
at Springfield College (Mass.) from 1994-96. In 1993, Rogers was the 
assistant volleyball coach at her alma mater.
 
Rogers was a standout volleyball player at Eastern Connecticut from 
1991-92.  She earned team MVP honors as a senior in 1992, serving as 
team captain. 

She played her first two collegiate seasons at Miami-Dade CC (Fla.), with 
MDCC’s 1989 team winning the junior college national championship.
 
Rogers earned her bachelor’s degree in business administration from 
Eastern Connecticut in 1993 and her master’s in physical education with 
a concentration in athletic administration in 1997 at Springfield College. 
She was inducted into the Newton North (Mass.) High School Athletic 
Hall of Fame in November 2012.

Sixth Season • 108-60 at VCU (514--240 Overall)

YEAR SCHOOL RECORD CONF. RANK NCAA
1997 Indianapolis  16-20 4-12    
1998 Indianapolis 9-22 1-15    
1999 Indianapolis 22-15 4-12   
2000 Indianapolis 26-12 7-9    
2001 Indianapolis 25-10 8-6    
2002 Indianapolis 26-12 9-6    
2003 Indianapolis 29-11 12-3   First Round
2004 Indianapolis 23-13 12-4    
2005 Indianapolis 24-14 11-5    
2006 Indianapolis 24-10 11-5    
2007 Indianapolis 33-4 18-1 17 Second Round
2008 Indianapolis 29-10 14-4   Second Round
2009 Indianapolis 38-2 13-1 6 Elite 8
2010 Indianapolis 27-9 11-3 15 Sweet 16
2011 Indianapolis 24-8 15-3 15 Sweet 16
2012 Indianapolis 31-8 15-3 12 Final Four
2013 VCU 26-8 11-3   
2014 VCU 17-13 9-5   
2015 VCU 14-17 8-6   
2016 VCU 19-14 8-6
2017 VCU 30-3 14-0 RV A-10 Champs
2018 VCU 2-5 --
Totals 22 seasons  514-240  215-112    

Additional Notes: 2009 AVCA Division II National Coach of the Year; 2012 
CaptainU National Coach of the Year; 2017 A-10 Coach of the Year; Coached 
eight AVCA All-Americans



2018 VCU VOLLEYBALL NOTES







    
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      
                      

                     
                     

  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
 
  
  

    
     
     
     

     
     
     
     






2018 VCU Statistics



2018 VCU VOLLEYBALL NOTES

VCU Match-by-Match





    
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                      
                      




















    
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                      
                      













Opponent Match-by-Match

Kills-Aces-Digs-Blocks
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VCU Career Statistics
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VCU CAREER STATISTICS





                      
                      
                      
                      
                      



                      
                      
                      



                      
                      
                      
                      



                      
                      
                      
                      



                      
                      
                      
                      
                      



                      
                      
                      
                      
                      



                      
                      
                      
                      
                      



                      
                      
                      
                      
                      



VCU RAMS TV/RADIO ROSTER

Madalon Simpson 
Jr. • L • 5-5

Louisville, Ky. 

1 2 3 4

13

Jasmin Sneed 
Jr. • 6-0 • MB

San Antonio, Texas

Kaila Robinson 
So. • 5-10 • OH

Ridgefield, Wash.

Diamond Boxley 
Jr. • 6-0 • MB
Farmville, Va.

Iro Chounta 
Fr. • 5-11 • OH
Peania, Greece

Dajah Ard 
 Jr. • 5-6 • S

Arlington, Texas

5

6 7 8 10
Alyna Draper

Fr. • 5-6 • L
Phoenix, Ariz.

Aysha Hood
Fr. • 6-0 • MB
Detroit, Mich.

Julia Adler 
Sr. • 6-0 • OPP

Brampton, Ontario

Tyler Sroufe
Jr. • 5-9 • Setter

Tampa, Fla.

Vicky Giommarini
Jr. • 6-0 • OH
Rome, Italy

14 15 16 18
Tori Baldwin
Sr. • 6-3 • MB
Liberty, N.C.

Dani Jo David
Fr. • 5-7 • S

Virginia Beach, Va.

Paula Neciporuka 
So. • 5-8 • OH/DS

Kuldiga, Latvia

17
Gina Tuzzolo 
Jr. • 6-2 • OPP

Newport News, Va.

HC AC
Jody Rogers 
Head Coach 
Sixth Season

E. Connecticut ‘93

Morris Cephas 
Assistant Coach 

First Season
King ‘11

AC
Patrick Maloney 
Assistant Coach 

Third Season
George Mason ‘13


