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Lonni Alameda, Florida State Head Coach: 
 
Opening Statement: 
“We are really excited about this opportunity this weekend. LSU is a great ball club, 
and we have recent memory with them so it’s kind of fun that we are matching up 
with them again. They had a great season. Really proud of our regional here. Again, 
another hard-fought battle with another SEC foe of theirs with Auburn and a great run 
by Jacksonville State. I’m really proud of the team and how we’ve come together. It’s 
been a very consistent program all season long and I’m excited that I can see the 
belief and trust in their abilities. From the get go, they have been the same the whole 
time. There is a lot of trust in the process and what they have been doing. We are 
ready for this opportunity this weekend; we are really excited about getting it going.” 
 
Is your team motivated to get another crack at LSU? 
“For sure. Yeah. You wouldn’t be human if you didn’t get excited about this match-up 
again. I think for us, really, it’s not so much a revenge part. They were a great ball 
club last year. We played great games. It wasn’t like things didn’t bounce our way. It 
was really good, hard-fought super regional softball. Kudos to how much the game 
has grown so much. Super Regionals now are rivalries. We are creating that rivalry in 
the Super Regionals. People are going to really want to pour into the Super Regionals 
because the World Series is another component of that part of it. We are seeing the 
same pitching – they have another pitcher, too, they throw a little bit for them – but 
(Allie) Walljasper’s been getting the most of it. She shut us down in game two ... we 
were feeling pretty good last … you know, you’ve got game one under your belt and 
you get to game two and Walljasper puts the hammer down. And now you are in game 
three fighting for your life. Those things are definitely recent memory, but you’ve got 
to play the best to get to where you want to go, and we are getting that opportunity 
again. It’s not so much about revenge right now, it’s how can we chip away, pitch by 
pitch against someone that really shut us down last year. I imagine we’ll see Walljasper 
a little bit more this weekend, too.” 
 
 
Does the familiarity between the teams matter this weekend? 
“There is some. Again, I think it’s more of where softball is. Super Regionals are going 
to start to be regional and you are going to start to get those matchups and be able 
to make some adjustments because you have seen some people before and get to 
know them a little bit. I think the big key for us, and something that will be helpful for 



us, is we are built a little bit on speed and athleticism. Situational hitting is going to 
be huge for us. We have bared-down on that in the last couple of weekends and have 
an idea. Runs are going to be at a premium, we know that. Again, anything can happen 
in these games. I think our maturity and our mindset is a little bit more experienced 
right now and has a little bit more of an idea to stay in the moment. Last year, we 
were really excited about big things. Now, it’s not that. We have to go pitch by pitch 
for a full seven innings. If anything is different for us, it’s until the last out is made we 
are going to keep battling. That showed in the Auburn game on Saturday.” 
 
 
What did you learn from last year’s Super Regional against LSU? 
“Definitely. If you look at statistics – everything that goes – you in a Super Regional, 
you are hosting the game, you win the first game and 87.25 percent of the people 
move on to the World Series. You can buy into all of that stuff. It’s still doesn’t matter. 
You are not destined to get anything; you’ve got to earn it. You’ve got to go out there 
-- pitch by pitch. Kylee (Hanson) has no idea about that, but she has heard the stories 
of it where Jessie (Warren) has lived it. We are a different team. That was team 34. 
This is team 35. We had to separate that. I think the Louisiana doubleheader (April 4) 
here separated that for us. We became team 35. Now there is more of a collective 
mindset of ‘okay, last year doesn’t matter. We got some experienced people. But we’ve 
got to go play Florida State softball and this style of softball right now pitch by pitch 
to the very end.’ And that’s not coming from the coaching staff, it’s coming from the 
kids.” 
 
On how LSU has won games – do you see them as a gritty team? 
”Yes. Definitely. I think they lost some experience and punch (from) last year in their 
lineup. (Aliyah) Andrews has stepped in and done some good things. She is a spark 
plug at the top of the lineup and that’s a key to keep off of the bases. She’s got two 
little crafty lefties behind her – I wouldn’t say they are their fastest, but they are 
crafty, and they work well together in the top three of the lineup. They’ve got some 
kids who are swing the bat well. Their catcher (Michaela Schlattman) came in and 
swung the bat, she’s pretty hot in the last 10 games. There are different people 
stepping up for them at different times. But it’s the same for us. We’ve had the same 
things. I think it’ going to be one of those awesome Super Regional battles. I think 
LSU always has some magic as they come down towards the end of the season. 
Sometimes they struggle early on in the tough conference, and then they figure out 
that magic and that grit from the battle of the SEC Conference. That goes back to 
the learning experience from last year. It’s not the percentages right now. These are 
just two teams that battle it out, and we’ve got to make sure that we stay in the 
moment no matter what the situation is because they are gritty.” 
 
Do you match up better with LSU this year? 
“We are completely different. We did everything right last year. We did everything 
right. We turned over every rock and every leaf to make it happen. I am proud of that 
team. We literally had to pull them off of the field last year. It was one of the most 
heartbreaking coaching staff moments from the field to the locker room. There are not 
many teams that you have 22 -23 kids all in and staff members all in. We knew it. The 
stars we aligned. How do you get over that? The experiences that we got last year. 
There were so many lessons learned from those seniors. They still reach out to us and 
talk to us. They helped build the culture and the mindset of this season, too. We are 
better and stronger. You get stronger from your experiences. This team had a turning 
point. They are who they are. They embrace it. We are fun. We are silly. We love each 



other. It’s a different team. We embrace it, and we love it, and we’ve had a blast with 
them.” 
 
 
Jessie Warren, senior third baseman: 
 
On getting over the Super Regional loss to LSU a year ago 
“Absolutely. It was heartbreaking. I think it was because we had such a historic 
season last year and I think we let the expectations get to us. We definitely kept that 
on our hats for a while but there comes a time when you’ve got to move on and 
focus on the next season and I think that time came. We started focusing on the 
next season when the time came. We are in a good spot tight now. I’m excited.” 
 
When the match-up was announced, were you looking forward to the Super 
Regional? 
“We were just excited to be given the opportunity to play in a Super Regional. There 
are 16 teams left out of 286. It’s awesome to be in this position and to be able to go 
out there and compete every pitch and to continue to play softball.” 
 
What makes LSU’s pitchers – Allie Walljasper and Carley Hoover – so good? 
“LSU is a great program. They have really good stuff. (Carley) Hoover is hard and in 
and (Allie) Walljasper has her three speeds and mixes in pitches really well. As hitters, 
we’ve got to get a good plan in this weekend and stick to our plans because, like you 
said, it’s going to be a tough regional with the pitching that we have and it’s going to 
be a pitching duel, definitely.” 
 
 
Kylee Hanson, Redshirt Senior Pitcher: 
 
What do you see from LSU’s lineup? 
“They have a lot of versatility in their lineup. They are going to battle one through 
nine. It’s really important as a pitching staff, collectively, that we take it one pitch at 
a time and that as a staff we are all ready to go because at any moment we all could 
be needed. I think LSU is going to be a good challenge for us and we have to try to 
keep minimal runs on the board.” 
 
How confident are you in your pitching right now? 
“I’m pretty confident in my stuff right now. I’ve been working really hard, putting in 
some good work and long bullpens and scouting their batters. I think it’s going to be 
a good match-up. I haven’t seen them, and they haven’t seen me so it’s going to be 
good.” 
 
How much are you embracing this weekend? 
“It’s been a dream. I only get one year of this. It’s been nothing short of amazing. No 
matter where this season takes us or where it ends, I will have zero regrets. I am 
super, super excited for this Super Regional.” 


