
 
2018 NCAA DIVISION I WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
First-Round ꞏ Buffalo 102, USF 79 

Donald L. Tucker Center ꞏ Tallahassee, FL - Friday, March 17, 2018 
POSTGAME NOTES 

 
Buffalo Notes: 

 Buffalo continued its magical season with the first NCAA Tournament victory in 
program history, defeating USF 102-79. 

 The Bulls improved to 28-5 – the best record in program history – and will meet No. 
3 seed Florida State in Monday’s (6:30 p.m.) second-round game. 

 The first MAC school to earn an at-large berth to the NCAA Tournament, No. 11 seed 
Buffalo scored a season-high 102 points to knock off No. 6 seed USF. 

 The Bulls were making their second NCAA appearance, having lost to Ohio State 88-
69 in the opening round of the 2016 tournament. 

 The offensive outburst marked the 17th time Buffalo has eclipsed 80 points this 
season, which is a program record. 

 Junior guard Cierra Dillard scored a career-high 36 points, aided by 7-of-13 3-point 
shooting. 

 Junior forward Courtney Wilkins finished with a career-high 23 points, and also 
eclipsed her previous single-game best with 5 3-pointers. 

 Collectively, the Bulls knocked down 14-of-27 3-point field goal attempts (51.9 
percent). 

 Senior point guard Stephanie Reid scored 19 points, handed out eight assists and 
added four rebounds and two steals. 

 Buffalo overcame an 11-point deficit in the second quarter, with back-to-back 3-
pointers from Katherine Ups and Dillard sending the Bulls into the locker room with a 
43-38 lead. 

 The Bulls led by as many as 27 in the second half. 
 They won most of the specialty scoring categories, including 25-9 off turnovers, 18-8 

on second-chance opportunities, 10-4 fast-break points and 25-14 scoring off the 
bench. 

 
USF Notes: 

 USF’s fourth consecutive NCAA Tournament appearance in the 6-11 seed match-up 
marked the first time they have lost as the No. 6 seed, falling to Buffalo 1002-79. 



 Finishing with a 26-8 record, USF came up one win shy of matching the program’s 
single season record. 

 Seniors Maria Jespersen and Laia Flores, the first Bulls to make four consecutive 
NCAA Tournament appearances, closed their careers with 23 and nine points, 
respectively. Jespersen also had a team-high 11 rebounds. 

 Junior guard Kitija Laksa led the Bulls with 28 points. 
 Buffalo’s 102 points were the most surrendered by USF this season, eclipsing the 

previous high of 100 by UConn (100-49) on Jan. 6. 
 The Bulls came up short despite shooting 51 percent from the floor and 89 percent 

from the free throw line. 
 

 


