
 
2018 NCAA DIVISION I WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
Second-Round · Florida State vs. Buffalo  

Donald L. Tucker Center · Tallahassee, Fla. - Monday, March 19, 2018 
Florida State Coach Quotes 

 
Head Coach Sue Semrau: 
 
Opening statement: 
“Congratulations to Buffalo. They played a tremendous two games. They are extremely well 
coached. They did what they needed to do and completely outplayed us, every quarter they 
outplayed us. Sometimes you have games that you just can’t get a rhythm and I felt like that was 
the game for us. We have to create our own rhythm and we didn’t do that on the defensive end 
and that’s where it all starts.” 
 
On the last game she felt like every possession was precious: 
“It kind of felt to me like our NC State game, who is a Sweet Sixteen team and did a great job all 
year, where we just couldn’t get anything going on the offensive end. It should be our defense 
fuels our offense, but that wasn’t this team. This team our offense fueled our defense. We were 
a great offensive team until tonight. It certainly was not enough to carry us on to the next round.” 
 
On if Buffalo made any changes in the late second quarter to establish control: 
“I just think we missed a lot of shots. We had ten more shots than they did. We had so many 
offensive rebound opportunities and we just point blank missed them. I thought they did a good 
job of taking away Imani (Wright). She usually fuels us in that sense and without that inside-out 
weapon it was tough.” 
 
On Shakayla Thomas and what she has meant to this program: 
“Shakayla has really grown in her time here. From coming in as a freshman, being the Sixth Player 
of the Year (in the ACC) is pretty special. Then, having the humility to come off the bench her 
second year and be Sixth Player of the Year again. It takes a special kid to do that and she has 



given so much to Florida State in so many ways. I don’t know how many records she’s broken, 
but certainly one of the most decorated players that’s every played here.  
 
On why the team suffered from three-point range: 
“They weren’t good looks, a lot of them were forced. A lot of them were just out of rhythm. But, 
there were a lot of other shots that were out of rhythm, it wasn’t just the three. The long 
rebounds I thought fueled their fast-break opportunities.” 
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Senior Guard AJ Alix: 
 
On difficulty getting control in the first half: 
“We just weren’t playing the way we play. We know how to play the pressure. Our coaches 
prepared us. We know how to get out of traps. We just weren’t focused enough to get it done.” 
 
On what Coach Sue and Florida State mean to her: 
“Choosing Florida State was the best decision of my life. When I arrived, they made it seem like I 
was a part of this program all four years. I’m very greatful for that. I know when I leave, I will still 
have them and will have sisters for life. We didn’t want the season to end this way but it’s better 
than not having a post season. I’m greatful for Coach Sue and the rest of the staff for giving me a 
chance at play at this level for two tournament games.” 
 
 
Senior Forward Shakayla Thomas: 
 
On her battle during the game: 
“Buffalo is a great team. They came out with something to prove and it showed. They got a good 
run on us and we didn’t have an answer for it. We weren’t focused how we were in practice and 
it showed.” 
 
 
 
 
 



On what Coach Sue and Florida State mean to her: 
“I have been here all four years. Coach Sue is basically my second mom. She turned me into a 
woman. When I got here, I was childish and Coach Sue and the coaching staff turned me into a 
true woman. Coach Sue pushes me like no one else could. She made me feel like I was the best 
player in the nation. Anybody that believes in you like that, you have to go out of your way for 
them. You would run through a wall for them. If anything ever happens to these girls, I will go 
crazy. They are my family.” 
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