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Coach Felisha Legette-Jack 
 
Coach Jack Opening Statement: 
“I’ll give it out to God who is the head of my life. I am so grateful to be with these young ladies 
who teach me every day that every day I have to bring something different because they’re such 
ferocious learners and they want it so desparately. Not necessarily to win, but to tell their story. 
I’m so honored to coach these young ladies. They took a broken coach and they took her to the 
Sweet 16. They never lost confidence in me. They could have easily questioned some things that 
I’ve done and could’ve easily said, ‘Not today, coach. You don’t seem like you know what you’re 
doing.’ They just kept believing and it kept making me want to become a better coach. I’m so 
humbled by this moment and I know it’s not just me that’s coaching this team. I have a wonderful 
and unbelievable staff who really has bought in; they’re loyal, they’re committed, they’re hard 
workers. Got a great sports information person. We had a great administration at Buffalo and it’s 
no secret why people leave Buffalo and become great somewhere else. Because that’s what our 
President Tripathi does. He grows greatness and becomes a part of the universe. And I’m 
humbled that he was able to hire me and keep me here so I can coach these young ladies. We 
love to win and we’re so excited about what we’re doing. But the stories and the learning and 
the wisdom; what I’m getting from them, they’re getting from me is more valuable than I can 
ever imagine. Just got off the phone with Sue Guevara, who coaches at Central Michigan; our 
goal is to let people know that the MAC Conference is alive and well. They just beat Ohio State; 
Toledo just lost to Michigan State by two. It’s a conference that you want to send your children 
to now. It’s a destination.” 
 
 
 



On what Coach Jack thought about Summer Hemphill’s performance: 
“These kind of games Summer loves. The last game she got in foul trouble. What was different 
about Summer on the bench that last game, she never checked out. She was talking to coaches; 
she was saying what needs to be done; she’s growing up. She’s only a sophomore so sometimes 
she’s going to not be as wise as the other people. But this weekend, she really checked in and 
when her time came when she had to shine at her highest stag; there’s nobody on that other 
team that would out-rebound her. She was going after it after every single possession. She 
subbed-out and I had to sub her right back in because I just couldn’t get with her wanting to go 
back in so ferociously. Summer is a player that’s getting better and the more she gets reps with 
these two on her right, the better she’s going to become.”  
 
On a strong 3-point defense: 
“We were 49-54 for the last two days. We always said that championships are won and the jump 
ball we haven’t gotten in a while, and out-of-bounds and free throws. We know we work on free 
throws every day. They lock in. Their stories are so important to them that they want to keep 
coming out here and telling their story a little at a time and having the world get to know them. 
At 51 years old, I feel younger than I did ten years ago because these young ladies are invigorating 
and are so enthusiastic. I’m absolutely grateful that we have another opportunity and another 
week together. We’re just buying time to connect. We’re goofy a little bit, too, but it’s because 
it’s sincere.”  
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Senior Guard, Stephanie Reid: 
 
On the defensive performance: 
“We take a lot of pride in our defense and we knew today that was going to be such a huge 
emphasis for us. We held them to 65 points, when they score a lot; knowing coming into that 
game, they score a lot. I thought we did really well controlling the pace today and we just locked 
in on our defense and I think that really helped us get this in.”  
 
On the chatter amongst themselves during the game: 
“We really get energy from one another, we are an energetic team. We just feed off eachother. 
We communicate with each other like, ‘What’s going on?’. If someone makes a mistake, you will 
see four people go to them and give them a high five to get them back in the game. We’re sisters. 
We pride ourselves on our sisterhood and I don’t know any team that has as good as chemistry 
we do on and off the court. I think that’s why we are always talking to each other, to keep 
eachother going just because we love eachother, we really do. That’s why we are always talking 
and just encouraging eachother and communicating our offense and our defense.” 
 
On the importance of establishing Cassie Oursler early: 
“She did a great job today starting us off. She stepped up and I said yesterday in the other press 
conference, we love Cassie, we rely on her and she is our foundation. She did a great job 
establishing herself today. Honestly, she just made her presence known and that’s something 
that she’s missed and it’s great to have her back . We are always going to shine brighter when 
she’s on the court and doing what she did today.” 
 
 



On Cierra Dillard changing the momentum after a slow start: 
“I don’t think she had a rough patch, I thought she was doing pretty well. Cierra is always going 
to do what is needed of her. When that’s going for 36 (points), she’ll go for 36. When she takes 
shots and misses them, she’s never going to change. That’s something we love about her. We 
thrive on Cierra’s energy. She creates such a good vibe for us on the court. Whether she is making 
or missing, you’ll never notice. That is something we’ll give her credit for. I don’t think she had a 
bad (first) half at all. She stepped up when she needed to and I thought that’s the energy we need 
from her at all times and she did a great job today.” 
 
On the MAC having two teams in the Sweet 16: 
“I agree, Central Michigan has done a great job this week as well. It’s exciting. We are excited to 
see success come from two teams in the MAC because it’s always been a one-bid league. For as 
long as I have been here, for I know as long as Coach (Felisha Legette-Jack) has been here, for a 
long time, it’s been a one-bid league. They finally opened up to us and accepted us into the 
tournament at-large and know we are showing why. The MAC good conference, it’s a strong 
conference and we are getting better every single year. To see the progress and to see that 
Centrla Michigan is beating teams, they are beating them by a lot. I mean, Ohio State is a good 
team and they (Central Michigan) have gone out there and made their mark and we’ve made 
ours today. To see that keep going, and I know as a senior, what I’m leaving behind in the MAC, 
it’s going to keep going up for my sisters to see is exciting and it’s so exciting to see success come 
from two teams in the MAC.” 
 
Sophomore Forward, Summer Hemphill: 
On the MAC having two teams in the Sweet 16: 
“It’s a great feeling having two teams from the MAC who are getting slept on. It’s one of the 
conferences that is really underground and nobody pays attention to. It’s a great feeling having 
two teams from the MAC going to the Sweet 16. We are not envying them, we are happy for 
them. We want people to look at the MAC and we want people to understand that the MAC has 
great teams and great coaches that nobody should be asleep on.” 
 
Senior Guard, Cierra Dillard: 
 
On the defensive performance: 
“We really gave them difficulty on their shots and they had to think a lot. Coach does a great job 
of practicing that match-up zone and even in man (defense) we played against USF, they 
connected and that’s what coach teaches us. That’s what she prides herself in is defense and 
staying connected. Anybody can get beat, but when you stay connected as a team, the team 
doesn’t get beat.” 
 
On the chatter amongst themselves during the game: 
“We just talk about what we need to do on offense, what we need to do on defense. We talk 
about plays sometimes. Sometimes, Steph (Stephanie Reid) talks about what Coach says or just 
anything.”  
 



On embracing Coach Felisha Legette-Jack late in the game: 
“It’s emotional. To go through what we go through, it’s a long season. Think about it, this season 
started in October and we are here late in March fighting every single game to be what, 29-5, as 
a team. With those five losses, we take every one of those five losses to heart. But, to know that 
the hard works pays off, it’s emotional. To know that there are late nights that Coach (Kristen) 
Sharkey, Coach Cherie (Cordoba), Coach KC (Khyreed Carter), Coach Jack (Felisha Legette-Jack), 
Coach (Karin) Moss, Mr. Brian (Betta), Ms. Beth (Cooney), every one of the staff; Mr. Louie 
(Spina). Every one of the staff that puts in those long hours and know that they are there for us 
and there for us as a team and our 14 strong, that’s what that hug was about. We made history 
and it hasn’t sunk in and has’t hit us because we are still young. I know the coaches appreciate it 
more than the players right now, but they know that the hard work paid off and I think that’s 
what that huge was about. Knowing that everything we put in to since June is finally, the results 
are happening. We are going to the Sweet 16 and we’re a mid-major and to be Buffalo. We knew 
we could do it since day one, but now that we are showing the world, showing the country that 
we can do it, it’s just an amazing feeling. I had to embrace that with my head coach because she 
has done a lot for me personally and she’s done a lot of this team. What she’s done with this 
program in a six years turnaround, she is doing something special. The country better look out 
because when we are long gone and she’s still here and still here doing this, the country better 
look out because at Buffalo, we are putting things on the map. We are doing somethings and it’s 
amazing to be a part of. It’s amazing to come from where I come from and to come from Australia 
(Stephanie Reid), it’s the foundation of what this program is doing and it’s amazing.”  
 
On what this team is about to people who don’t know the program: 
“It’s one-ness. Coach always preaches to us that we do this as a team. The thing about Buffalo is 
that no one person is standing on their own. We do this as 14 strong, we do this as five coaches 
strong. We do this as a staff strong. This is one-ness and this is what it’s about. To be an 11-seed 
going to the Sweet 16, not many teams do that. I heard earlier that this is the year of upsets. To 
be a part of this year and to be apart of the NCAA Tournament, not just the men but the women’s 
side too, and to be a part of the MAC, who is doing some great things right now, is what it is, it is 
one-ness. I’m so amazed to be a part of this and I’m amazed to be back as a New York state 
hometown kid. To be a part of putting your state on the map, being a part of Buffalo, is what it 
is, it’s one-ness.”  
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