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Opening Statement: 
 
“I was really pleased with how hard we played after the layoff. It’s always a concern 
but I was really pleased especially once we got going in that first quarter, it was 
probably about half way through. I thought our kids played really hard and did a great 
job of disrupting Little Rock. They are an excellent basketball team. You don’t go 17-
1 in conference and win your conference tournament and not be an extremely well-
coached disciplined team. Credit to them for a great year. We are looking forward to 
moving on now and going out to watch this game (Buffalo vs. USF) and get some 
scouting on.” 
 
On the 23-0 run early in the 3rd quarter: 
 
“I was getting a little confused. I could not believe our defense held somebody that 
long. So I went into the huddle and really I thought they scored. But they really 
stepped up. I thought our kids did a good job of scoring off of turnovers and we did a 
great job in the first half of scoring in the paint. And looking at the second half 50-12, 
that’s hunting for shots. And then 22-9 on points off of turnovers, that’s a big deal and 
that’s where you can go on runs.” 
 
On the challenges of this game:  
 
“I think the first few minutes were a challenge, and not to say the rest of it wasn’t. We 
were trying to get back into a grove and it’s just so hard to tell in practice if you are 
really competing at the highest level you need to be. So we tried some different things 
and there were some challenges in that area and I really thought our players rose to 



the challenge. We called some different offenses and some different things for some 
different people which was different then we normally do and they did a good job of 
executing.” 
 
On if this game was executed as well as she could have imagined:  
 
“Given the layoff, for sure. And a coach is never going to be happy. I am not going to 
say that was exceptional, but the one thing I felt like really set the tone in the first 
half was the way we went to the offensive glass. We got second shots and that was 
important for us knowing we had the freedom to shoot. I think the unsung hero of 
his game was Nausia Woolfolk. I mean how many offensive rebounds did she have 
off of free throws alone? I just want to point those things out because it’s not all 
about the scoring, it’s not all about the little things offensively. It’s about what we do 
and the grit we have.” 
 
On Shakayla Thomas’ free throws: 
 
“I told her about that. I said how does somebody hit 11 for 15 contested shots and 
then she hits 4 for 11 with no contest. She has a little quirk in her rhythm today.” 
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Senior Forward, Shakayla Thomas: 
 
On the first six minutes of the game: 
 
“Considering we haven’t played since Lord knows when, it was basically knocking off rust, 
getting in the motion again, getting the feel for the court, playing as a team and doing what 
we do best.” 
 
On the missed free throws: 
 
“Honestly, I don’t even know the last time I shot a free throw. Lately in practice I’ve just been 
working on jump shots and I totally forgot about free throws because I didn’t think I would 
get fouled. That was definitely a bad afternoon for me.” 
 
Senior Guard, AJ Alix: 
 
On her first NCAA Tournament experience:  
 
“I had fun. I was excited to get out there again and actually get into the NCAA Tournament 
with my teammates and I had fun playing with them. It was exciting and I can’t wait for 
more.” 
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