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FSU Player Quotes 
 
Redshirt sophomore defensive back Derwin James: 
 
On how the win make him feel moving forward for the rest of the season 
considering the doubt of fans after Boston College… 
“It’s getting our confidence back. Coming into the season we had a lot of confidence. We 
were the number three team. We knew what we had in the room and always knew what we 
had in the locker room. Just finally being able to get a team win, it felt great at home.” 
 
On how the mood was in the locker room after the game… 
“Great. Exciting. There’s been a lot of disappointment this year. There have been a couple 
of embarrassing performances but this one was finally a great team win.” 
 
On what this win can do for confidence… 
“Just finishing. Coach Fisher stressed it a lot. Don’t wait for next year to fix it. Great teams 
find a way. We’re not quitting. We’re finishing. We’re going to finish.” 
 
On if there was a here-we-go-again moment… 
“We were just ready to play as a defense. Even if we had to go back out there, we were 
ready. We had to come out there and make a play for our team.” 
 
On how excited you are to play Clemson next week… 
“I haven’t been there since my freshman year, so I’m very excited. They have a great team. 
We’re ready. We’re prepared.” 
 
On how important it was for the defense to start off fast… 
“It was great getting the first interception of the year. It was a great start but we just have 
to be better at finishing and holding a lead.”  
 
 
Sophomore defensive back Levonta Taylor: 
 
On the season so far 
“We know what we’re capable of. Beginning of the season we had our confidence high, but 
we dealt with injuries, but now we’re finding ourselves right now and we can be a very 
dangerous team.” 
 
On making a bowl game 
“It is very important. There’s pressure, we’ve made a bowl for (35) straight years. We don’t 
want to be that team that ends it.” 
 
On the final defensive possession 



“Every Thursday in practice we do the two-minute drill. So, when that comes in (the game), 
it comes natural. Players are going to make plays. I had a couple of catches against me. 
We’ve just got to keep making plays.” 
 
On getting the win 
“During the game, we just played. And when we looked up at the scoreboard we were just 
happy.” 
 
Senior Defensive Tackle Derrick Nnadi: 
 
On what this victory means to the team: 
“I can see this as a turning point for us because we played a great football game despite 
some things that went wrong. We made some mistakes, but at the end of the day, we all 
came together, especially our last drive to win the game for our team. I feel like this is a 
good opportunity to push us in the right direction.” 
 
On the mood in the locker room after the game: 
“Honestly, it felt like a big party. We felt like we really accomplished something and we see 
this as a turning point for us. There’s no turning back now. We have to keep moving 
forward.” 
 
On the adversity of the season: 
“It can be difficult because you are doing everything you can and things just aren’t working 
out right. But we just have to keep moving forward because if you dwell on the past, you’re 
going to be stuck in the past. So the best thing to do is to keep pushing and have positive 
thoughts and everything should come together.” 
 
On the defense not finishing on third downs: 
“We are making mistakes. Whether it is the defensive line or the defensive backs or whoever, 
we all have to come together and do our individual parts to get the job done. In those types 
of situations, I have to get a better pass rush to help the secondary coverage. It all comes 
together for us to have an entire successful defense.”  
 
 
Sophomore Kicker Ricky Aguayo: 
 
On the missed Syracuse field goal that secured the Seminole victory:  
“I don’t wish a miss on another kicker, but that was one kick that I really wanted him to miss. 
But Cole [Murphy] is a great kicker and athlete. He’s going to have a great rest of the year 
but I’m glad he missed and that we got to get our first home win.” 
 
On playing in Clemson: 
“I’m excited. I feel like our team is going to go out there with a great attitude coming out 
after this win and I think that everything is going to fall into place and if we go out and play 
hard, and give the effort that we gave today, everything should be fine.” 
 
On the rest of the schedule: 
“This was a big confidence boost. I feel like the whole team came out and gave 100 percent. 
One thing that Coach Fisher stressed in pregame was to go out and pretend like it was the 
first game of the season. Don’t go out and think about what happened prior to this day, just 
go out and play like you would on the first game of the season. I feel like that’s what we did 
and we came out with the win.” 
 



On other teams’ alternating successes and failures: 
“That’s how college football is. Going into next week, it could play out either way because you 
saw what Syracuse did to [Clemson], so we are just going to go out there and have the same 
attitude and demeanor that we had today to try and get that win.” 
 
On turning the season around: 
“I believe that this season can be stressful. [Jimbo Fisher] said that special teams can change 
in the middle of the season. I feel like our team has the capability to do that and Coach Fisher 
has always had our backs. We’re thankful to the fans that didn’t quit on us because we haven’t 
quit on ourselves.”  
 
On the performance of the special teams unit:  
“Logan [Tyler] was exceptional today. Special teams in games like these play a big part. I 
think we won the field position battle and Tyler played a big part down inside the 15 a couple 
of times and he had an exceptional game overall.” 
 


