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Opening Statement 
“We had a wonderful celebration in the locker room.  It was a long time coming for 
our players, coaches, administration, but certainly a long time coming for our fans.  I 
am probably most happy for them because they are a true orange and green fan base.  
The ones that were here today especially; got here early were loud a proud the whole 
time, pregame warm-up, kicking butt.  Their presence was felt by our team, and by 
me personally.  It doesn’t matter how you win a game like this.  Really, quite frankly, 
it doesn’t matter how you win any game if you just do it within the rules because wins 
are hard to get and especially in this series.  I am just thankful.  Praise the Lord.” 
   
What does it mean for you to win in Doak Campbell Stadium? 
“I tried not to think too much about my past.  It’s hard not to.  We were driving in 
from the airport – from the hotel – and we went right by Airport Road which is the 
road I was living in as a graduate assistant coach making maybe $500 a month, 
probably $250 a month.  I couldn’t help but remember those kind of little things.  
Walking in the stadium, certainly a beautiful venue, a little bit different than the last 
time I saw it.  Certainly different from when I first got to Florida State – it was an 
erector set back then and now it’s one of the more beautiful places to play.  It was 
more about the players, it was more about the fans, it was more about just finding 
some way to win.  We were just so miserable on offense in the first half but the defense 
played so valiantly to make it 3-0 at half.  And we finally get a lead and it’s looks like 
we are in good shape and they go ahead and tie it and I guess took the lead.  I can’t 
remember exactly how it went.  I guess we took another lead, they score and a minute 
20-something, we’ve got to put a drive together.  Sure enough, between the passing 
and the running we find a way to get it in the end zone.  We are very, very thankful 
of the keen eye of the instant replay official.”   
 
On missing key players on the last drive (Richards, Walton, Donaldson)… 
“They’re good players, not doubt.  You named them – three of our top players – 
Nevaughn (Donaldson) is trying to be a top player.  He’s certainly starting as a true 
freshman so he’s a very integral part of our program.  When you take Ahmmon 
Richards and Mark Walton healthy, they are as good as you could hope for.  Guys got 
in there and stepped up.  Took care of business.  Malik (Rosier) – obviously his 
numbers aren’t pretty at all -- especially after looking at them after the game but like 
I said before, the stats really don’t matter.  What matters is making the play – you’ve 
got to make the play when they present themselves.  And you’ve goy to play physical.  
And you’ve got to win the turnover battle and I think we did all three of this things.” 
 
What was different this year as your team made those plays? 
“I’ve only been here two years.  I think last year we were still feeling our way around 
a little bit, maybe as a team, as a coaching staff.  This year at least we have a lot of 
trust and faith in each other.  Even when things aren’t going well – of any day things 



could have gotten sideways on the sideline it was today.  But it never did.  It’s a tribute 
to Manny Diaz and his leadership on the defense and all those coaches and the players 
themselves.  They were very encouraging to the offense; then when the offense took 
the lead and the defense gave up a score it was vice-versa.  I think we do really care 
about each other.  I think we are a very strong team as far as unity.  And we just kept 
saying ‘we are going to win this game someway somehow.’  That’s all we said at 
halftime and it came true.” 
 
Your players said this wasn’t a destination; it was one rung on the ladder … 
“No doubt.  We definitely would love to end up in Charlotte to play for the 
championship.  Miami has never represented in that game.  We obviously have a long 
way to go but being 2-0 is a good start.  We’ve got meat of our Coastal Division coming 
up.  Obviously, Georgia Tech is resting up pretty good while we have exerted every 
ounce of energy you could hope for.  The good news is we’ll be home and I know our 
fan base is going to support us and give us the juice we need.  There is a long way to 
go as far as that race.” 
 
What does it mean to end Florida State’s dominance in this series? 
“It’s really not me.  You’ve got to have leadership and the head coach is the face of 
the program.  If you don’t hire good people and they don’t do their jobs … I am game 
planning again, I’m coaching QB’s with my son again, I am calling plays again.  So I’m 
coaching.  I’m busy.  I’m not micro-managing everything that’s going on. Everybody 
understands the standard that’s been set.  But they’ve got to do their job.  If they 
don’t do their job, I can’t do my job well.  Our staff has done an awesome job of taking 
care of business.  Our players have really bought into trying to be great and trying to 
do it the way we want them to.” 


