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The hope heading into the 2015-16 men's basketball season was that a group of talented freshmen would change everything. Florida 
State's more experienced players would provide the defensive backbone, but the scoring load would be carried by the newcomers. 
 
That was expected to be the formula to get the Seminoles back to the NCAA Tournament for the first time since 2012. 
Until it wasn't. The freshmen were as talented as advertised, but they were still first-year players adjusting to the college game. 
Meanwhile, two of the experienced players were injured and missed the season.  
 
FSU again missed the tournament.  
 
Five months before the Seminoles start the 2016-17 season, FSU coach Leonard Hamilton again is hopeful he has the right recipe.  
 
"Last year, I thought were more dominated by the new guys -- the inexperienced guys -- being more of a factor," Hamilton said.  
 
"This year, I'm confident we have more experienced guys returning that will give us more leadership. 
 
"Even though we still have a number of inexperienced guys, those guys will have more of an opportunity to filter in as opposed to 
come in and have to carry us as Malik [Beasley], [Dwayne] Bacon and Terance [Mann] did." 
 
Despite the early departure of Beasley, who was selected in the first round of the NBA Draft on Thursday night, FSU already is 
receiving mention in some early preseason top-25 polls. And there again is reason for optimism. 
 
Bacon, who led FSU with 15.8 points per game last season, is one of eight returning players. He led the team in scoring and 
rebounding as a freshman and also considered a jump to the NBA before deciding to stay in school.  
 
Forward Phil Cofer and center Michael Ojo have fully healed from their injuries and are getting in preseason work. They are 
expected to provide interior defense and rebounding -- two areas where the Seminoles struggled last season. 
 
Mann, who averaged 5.1 points as a freshman off the bench, is expected to take another step in his development, while Chris 
Koumadje and Jarquez Smith can provide experienced depth. Then there is five-star freshman forward Jonathan Isaac, who was 
one of the top 10 recruits in the country, as well as freshman guards Trent Forrest and CJ Walker, who are expected to contribute 
early in the backcourt. 
 
Yet the player who could provide a major impact is junior Xavier Rathan-Mayes. 
 
Rathan-Mayes went from being a shooting guard as a freshman to a point guard as a sophomore. And now that he is entering his 
second year at that position, the Seminoles are expecting a much more polished performance. 
 
"X has been really, really focused," Hamilton said. "I couldn't ask for him to be in a better frame of mind. He's very determined." 
Rathan-Mayes averaged 11.8 points per game as a sophomore and delivered 146 assists with 83 turnovers. But there were times 
when Hamilton was visibly frustrated with Rathan-Mayes' decisions on the court. 
 
Looking back through his career, Hamilton said that is not unusual with new point guards. He mentioned players like Luke Loucks 
and Toney Douglas, who experienced some early growing pains but did a great job of leading the team later in their careers. 
 
Loucks averaged 3.1 points and 2.1 assists as a freshman and only started three games in as many seasons. As a senior, he started 
all 35 games and averaged 7.1 points with 4.3 assists, while leading FSU to its first ACC championship. 
 
Douglas, who transferred from Auburn after one season, went from scoring 12.7 points as a sophomore to 21.5 in his final season. 
 
"It's not easy running a team and making the decisions when you grow up being a go-to guy offensively," Hamilton said. "It's a 
process you go through." 
 
Hamilton contrasted Rathan-Mayes' background to those of incoming freshmen Forrest and Walker. Forrest is a combo guard who 
can comfortably play either position. Walker has been more of a true point guard who can also create his own shot. 
 
The plan is for Rathan-Mayes to run the offense, but Hamilton should have the flexibility of other options.  
 



"I think X has gone through the process and has gone through exactly what he needs to do and what we need from him," Hamilton 
said. "I expect him to have an outstanding year. I think it will be a reflection of the experience he has gained all throughout this 
process." 

 


