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When Cherryville’s Terry Whisnant was a three-time All-Gazette performer, two-time Gazette player of 
the year and the county’s leading scorer, he would have games in which he sat on the bench only for 
timeouts and other stoppages in play. 
 
Things are a bit different for Whisnant this season in the ACC. 
 
But as a backup guard on a Florida State team that’s one of the country’s hottest teams, Whisnant says 
he’s gaining valuable experience while watching and waiting his turn. 
 
“It’s been pretty good,” said Whisnant, who plays as close to his hometown as he’ll play this season 
when the Seminoles visit Wake Forest Wednesday night at 7 p.m. “You get a little disappointed 
sometimes. But I have all the veteran guys and the coaching staff to lift me up. It’s just part of the 
learning process that I have to deal with.” 
 
Whisnant, who scored 2,561 points in four seasons at Cherryville, is averaging 4.0 points, 1.6 rebounds 
and 9.2 minutes in 17 games at Florida State. Whisnant has played less than 10 minutes in 10 games, 
including two minutes in last Saturday’s 76-73 win at Duke, and didn’t play at all in two games. 
 
Much of Whisnant’s down time is because Florida State is deep in the backcourt with veterans Luke 
Loucks, Deividas Dulkys, Michael Snaer and Ian Miller getting most of the minutes for the Seminoles. 
 
But as Miller, a 2010 graduate of Charlotte’s United Faith Christian Academy, has shown at Florida State, 
not playing much as a freshman can pay valuable future dividends. 
 
Miller averaged 5.5 points, 1.6 rebounds and 14.4 minutes in 23 games as a freshman last year but has 
improved to 12.3 points, 2.0 rebounds and 24.6 minutes this season. 
 
“I really do look up to Ian,” said Whisnant, who credited Miller with aiding his recruitment to Florida 
State. “He really is like a big brother – along with (senior) Mike Snaer and, really, all the older guys.” 
 
Coach Leonard Hamilton, a 1966 graduate of Gastonia’s old Highland High, is convinced Whisnant will 
make a huge impact on his program – both this season and in the future. 
 
“Terry’s doing fine,” Hamilton said. “I’m telling him that I want him to stay focused because I really 
believe he has a chance to make a significant difference in our team this year. He’s really improved. His 
defense is coming around and he’s more comfortable. He just hasn’t had the opportunity. Hopefully, in 
the next four or five games, he’ll get a chance to get in there and get his confidence up and we can get 
him more in the rotation.” 
 
Whisnant admits he’s learned a good bit simply watching his team win its last four games while climbing 
to the top of the ACC standings and a No. 23 national ranking. 



 
“It’s crazy,” said Whisnant, whose has scored career-highs of 11 points against UNC-Greensboro and at 
Florida. “Last year, you’re watching these games on TV wishing you were out there playing and now 
you’re here experiencing it first-hand. It’s an amazing feeling.” 
 
Whisnant says he’s also learned much about how the Seminoles have bounced back from a 9-6 start to 
win their last four games. 
 
“At the beginning of the year, it was difficult for everybody,” Whisnant said. “But we stayed together. 
We didn’t blame anybody else. We didn’t hang our heads. We just practiced hard and the coaching staff 
has helped bring us together.” 
 
But getting hot now only means teams will be more motivated than ever to beat Florida State. Whisnant 
is prepared. 
 
“We understand that people are going to be coming at us harder because of these two big victories,” 
Whisnant said of the wins over North Carolina and Duke in the past 1 1-2 weeks. “We know it’s going to 
get harder and harder and we’re going to have to come out and be even more intense.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


