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Seminole basketball coach Leonard Hamilton smiles as he recalls a typical occurrence from last season. 
 
“I would come into the office at 7:15 a.m. and X would be leaving because he had already completed his workout,” 
Hamilton said. “He is in early. He is here late. He is a gym rat.” 
 
Coach Hamilton was referring to Xavier Rathan-Mayes, called “X” for short, who had a stellar freshman season for 
Florida State in 2014-15. In fact, his early-bird habits probably contributed a great deal to his Freshman All-America 
and All-ACC season. 
 
Rathan-Mayes, the son of record-setting star Seminole of the past, Tharon Mayes (1986-90), says his day actually 
starts before the crack of dawn with an immediate reminder of why he is here. 
 
“I have all my Dad’s records up on the wall so every morning when I get up at 5 a.m., that is the first thing I look at,” 
says Rathan-Mayes. 
 
While X admits he would like to eclipse some of the records of the man who he says “taught me how to be the player 
that I am today,” he has other things on his mind.” 
 
“I just want to be a guy that is able to score and be a leader on our basketball team. A point guard who can get us in 
and out of our sets. I definitely want to have assist numbers this year,” said Rathan-Mayes. 
 
Mayes achieves what he sets his mind to do, and that spills over to those around him.  
 
Coach Hamilton says, “He has that contagious spirit and infectious enthusiasm and all-out effort that obviously rubs 
off on his teammates.” 
 
That “all-out effort” became the stuff of legends on Feb. 25, 2015, when the X-man pulled off a feat that could only 
be termed miraculous. Assistant coach Stan Jones, now in his 14th season at FSU, just shakes his head and says, “It 
is one of those things; you think you have seen it all and then something like that happens.” 
 
The Seminoles appeared to be dead in the water falling behind by 18 points to rival University of Miami with only 
4:38 left.  
 
Teammate Montay Brandon recalls, “We were in the huddle, and I was telling him we needed him.” 
 
Rathan-Mayes only had 5 points up to that point. 
 
What happened from that point on was incredible. Brandon says, “I was on the court and I couldn’t even explain what 
was happening. I was watching it. Everything was surreal.” 
 
Brandon and his teammates had to get the ball to X, stay out of the way and watch him work. He poured in 30 points 
in those closing minutes, finishing with 35, fifth most by a freshman in ACC history. 
 
Miami coach Jim Larranaga said, “That is outrageous. It is one of the greatest on-court performances I’ve seen.” 
 
Looking back Rathan-Mayes remembers, “It was just a special moment. I have never been in a zone like that. It just 
felt like I was in a gym by myself and everything was quiet.  It was kind of a surreal feeling. That is all it 
was … just me and the basket.” 
 
The one downside was the ’Noles could not pull themselves out of the deep hole they had dug for themselves and lost 
the game 81-77.  



Coach Hamilton, while applauding X’s effort, says, “I don’t like the fact that we were in that position in the first place 
where he had to go out and have a heroic effort just to put us back in the game.” 
 
Rathan-Mayes attributes a lot of his development as a person and a basketball player to his mom, Marilyn. He 
remembers his childhood in Canada and thinks about how far he has come and how pivotal his mom’s role has been. 
 
“My mom is my rock. She is my everything. Whenever I need somebody to talk to, she is there. She has guided me to 
the point in my life where I am able to make things happen and get closer to my dreams. She was the one driving me 
around to basketball camps and taking me to basketball practice. Getting home late. Getting up early for work. I am 
so thankful for her.” 
 
Frequently Marilyn surprises her son by showing up for games randomly when he doesn’t even know she’s coming. 
Hopping on a plane in Toronto, changing in Atlanta and coming on to Tallahassee often in just a few hours. 
 
After completing his schooling at Huntington, West Virginia, Prep School, Mayes become a Seminole like his dad.  
 
But the transition was not easy because the NCAA declared him ineligible when he got to FSU in 2013. Instead of 
being in uniform, he was in the stands.  
 
Not only that, he couldn’t even practice with the team, go to team meetings or travel with them.   
 
In 2014-15, he became the first Florida State freshman since 1948 to lead the team in scoring with a 14.9 average.  
 
He also set school records for a freshman by scoring 475 points, 165 field goals and 48 3-pointers. 
 
It was a remarkable comeback. 
 
“It was very challenging for a guy learning to adjust to a new team, a new system and being thrust into a leadership 
role as well because of our lack of depth,” said Hamilton. He always gave his best, and I thought he learned and he 
improved.” 
 
Coach Jones says, “I hope the fans realize how hard of an adjustment that is after going a whole year without playing. 
Basketball is such a game of feel and timing and adjustments and speed; it takes a little while to get back in rhythm.” 
 
But Rathan-Mayes adjusted and excelled with a little help along the way.  
 
“I would go up to coach Ham’s office and talk. He was like a second dad, a father figure, just an amazing person. 
We would talk for hours every single day. Talk about basketball and about life,” he said. 
 
The coach welcomed those visits. “I always enjoy it when X comes to my office, because he is a guy who is eager to 
learn, he is a sponge. We talk about a lot of things. It is not always basketball. Things I think young men should know. 
I am charged with the responsibility of being his surrogate family, a surrogate parent in their absence.” 
 
There is an air of excitement and expectation in Seminole Basketball Territory these days. Having lost only one senior 
and picking up five stellar newcomers, the prospects for an exceptional 2015-16 season loom large. 
 
And there is that guy they call XRM coming back and that bodes well. X-man is sure to influence how the next chapter 
in the Seminole basketball story gets written. 
 
Once again, he will be wearing his dad’s number 22 jersey.  
 
He says, “We are trying to keep that Seminole tradition alive and extend it. We want to create our own place in 
Seminole history.” 


