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Florida State guard Xavier Rathan-Mayes intends to test the NBA waters, but not hire an agent to leave the option of 
returning to school available, the school announced Tuesday. 
 
“Playing in the NBA is something I have thought about every day since I began bouncing a basketball,” Rathan-
Mayes said in a statement. 
 
“After talking with my mom and my dad, as well as Coach Hamilton and the coaching staff at Florida State, I have 
decided to enter my name for the 2016 NBA Draft. We have put a great deal of thought into this decision and I am 
very excited about taking this step to reach my dream of playing the game that I love on the biggest stage.” 
 
A new rule allows men’s basketball players, who do not hire an agent, to withdraw their names for consideration of 
the draft 10 days after competing in May’s NBA combine if they are not pleased with their draft stock. 
 
Rathan-Mayes joins freshman guard Malik Beasley as the only two Seminoles to enter the NBA Draft process after 
last season, but Beasley had intentions to hire an agent and not return to school. 
 
Freshman Dwayne Bacon decided to return to school to improve his draft stock several days after announcing his 
intentions to enter the draft. 
 
Rathan-Mayes is a proven scorer, scoring more than 30 points in three games, earning All-ACC freshman honors for 
leading the Seminoles with 14.9 points and 4.3 assists per game in 2015. 
 
He became more of a distributing point guard with Bacon and Beasley on the roster last season, averaging 11.8 
points and a team-leading 4.4 assists per game. 
 
“We are very happy for Xavier as he looks to realize every basketball players’ dream of playing at the highest 
level,” head coach Leonard Hamilton said in a statement. “We are glad that Xavier is going to take advantage of the 
opportunities and will support him in every way possible.” 


