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WASHINGTON, D.C -- Montay Brandon can’t see the end. But he can feel it. 
 
It’s there, lurking in the catacombs of a strange arena far from home. 
 
Brandon, the versatile 6-foot-8 jack of all trades from Greensboro, is playing in his final ACC tournament, a senior 
who has started more basketball games at Florida State than anyone. 
 
He’s proud of that, flashing a smile when asked about those 119 starts. 
 
“To me, it means Coach (Leonard) Hamilton values what I do on the basketball court,” Brandon says. “It doesn’t 
matter if I’m scoring, rebounding, playing defense or just positioning guys. I’ll do whatever he asks me to do, and he 
trusts me to go out there and do it.” 
 
Brandon, 22, has played a reduced role this season. He averaged 11.8 points and 5.5 rebounds as a junior, seldom 
leaving the court. But star freshmen Dwayne Bacon and Malik Beasley have gobbled up playing time. 
 
Brandon averages 3.3 points and 3.2 rebounds this season. He scored two points in 19 minutes in Florida State’s 88-
66 victory over Boston College. 
 
He sits next to Hamilton on the bench, his eyes never leaving the court, a de facto assistant coach in uniform No. 32. 
 
“My role is different,” Brandon says. “I know I can go out there and still impact the game without putting too many 
numbers on the scoresheet. I can still get deflections, steals, charges. I can do little things that help our team win.” 
 
One of those little things isn’t so little. Brandon mixes and matches defensive assignments based on who is on the 
floor for the Seminoles, defending shooters on the perimeter and big men in the low post. 
 
“As a basketball player, you love those kinds of challenges,” Brandon says. “You relish it, and hopefully you get the 
job done. It’s toughest when I’m on a post player — a guy who’s a little taller, a little stronger than me, a guy that 
would definitely have the angles on me.” 
 
It’s the same game Brandon learned at Frazier Elementary on Greensboro’s south side, the game he made look easy 
for his D1 Sports AAU team. 
 
The game he’s not ready to let go, even though he can feel the end coming at his final ACC tournament. 
 
“It’s bittersweet,” Brandon says. “Man, I wish it was still in Greensboro. It’s my last go-round, and that’s hard. But I 
know the guys in this locker room really want to win — especially us seniors. We want to win enough games to get 
into postseason play.” 
 
Florida State (19-12) will play Virginia Tech (18-13) today. Brandon allows himself to look that far ahead. But no 
farther. 
 


