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His heart always tugged at Brandon Allen the hardest during March Madness. 
 
He would be in spring training. Another day sitting in a hotel room following a workout or his turn on mound that day as a minor 
league pitcher. 
 
The television gleamed with temptation. The NCAA Tournament was on, complete with all its college basketball glory. 
 
"I would sit there watching those games and think, man, I would love to be part of that," Allen said. 
 
So now he's trying to make it happen. 
 
Three years removed from being part of the San Francisco Giants organization, Allen, 23, a Milton High graduate, has returned to 
his first love. He is playing basketball at Florida State, where his father, Randy, also a Milton grad, took a decorated career 28 
years ago with the Seminoles into the NBA. 
 
"I have to say the main thing about all of this... is that it really has been a dream come true," said Allen, a sophomore reserve 
forward, who is expected to see some action today when the Seminoles face No. 15 ranked Louisville in Tallahassee. 
 
In 2013, Allen made up his mind to leave baseball and become a walk-on player at FSU with little guarantee of getting into 
games. But he progressed enough to play in 14 games last year and has played in 20 so far this season, including the past 12 
against ACC teams. 
 
"When I quit baseball a couple years ago, part of the reason I quit was because I wanted to play basketball again," said Allen, 
during a recent interview following an FSU practice. 
 
"I just didn't feel like baseball was working out. In the off season I was playing a lot of pickup games and I thought I am way 
better than I was in high school. And I would really like to play some basketball. I didn't think about going anywhere else but 
Florida State." 
 
The NCAA allows athletes who played professionally in one sport to go back to college and play another, as long as their college 
eligibility clock did not start. Once it worked out, however, the reality settled in. 
 
The easy part was getting enrolled into FSU as a student. Then challenge was adjusting on a basketball court. 
 
"It was a shock," he said. "Just playing pickup with these guys that summer (2013) of my first year was so tough. I thought, wow, 
these guys are incredible athletes. 
 
"I had always been the best athlete on my high school team and now I felt like I can't even move around with these guys. It's just 
a whole other level." 
 
His older brother, Adam, was also a gifted basketball player. A two-time PNJ player of the year, Adam Allen led Milton to the 
Class 4A state title game as a junior in 2006. He signed with the Florida Gators, but had a hard-luck career there with injuries that 
caused him to essentially miss three seasons after playing as a freshman. 
 
He played his final two years at Rollins College, where he now works as a graduate assistant coach. Adam has helped Brandon 
with the adjustment. 
 
"He gives me a lot of confidence," Brandon said. "He was just adamant about how good I am and don't let anybody tell you that 
you can't do this, or you can't do that. He tells me, 'You are better than I was.' 
 
"He gives me confidence because I know I have the ability." 
 
His background helped Allen with the adjustment. He grew up around basketball and with the game as a part of his sports 
interest. 
 



"He and Adam grew up hearing the stories and having dad (Randy) work with them in the driveway and during school," said 
Florida State's long-time assistant coach Stan Jones, who worked with Brandon to make his transition to FSU and become a 
walk-on player. 
"And Brandon was a demanding player with teammates in high school. I think that helped him have a work ethic that he brought 
to us. I think it played into giving him a basketball IQ and he could pick up on things quickly. 
 
"He has a high intellect. It allowed him to pick up our system and fit in seamlessly. When he is on the court, it doesn't look like 
he's out of place by any means." 
 
Milton athletic director Murry Rutledge coached Brandon during his senior basketball season with the Panthers. He's watched 
several FSU games this season on television where Allen has played. 
 
Rutledge can still remember the play Allen made in the regional quarterfinal against Niceville. Milton trailed by a point when 
Niceville went into a stall. Allen timed a steal perfectly on a pass and went in for the go-ahead layup. Niceville prevailed but the 
play illustrated Allen's savvy. 
 
"I am just so proud of him," Rutledge said. "You go from high school playing every minute of every game, then going to play 
professional baseball, then walking on at FSU in basketball and sitting and watching to start out. 
 
"That is very hard to do. Not many guys can do it. What he's done, though, does not surprise me. Because the guy can flat out 
play. I was happy to see him sign with baseball, but I always knew he had opportunity to be a heckuva basketball player. 
 
"So just to walk on and make the team and get some playing time, it tells you a lot about his talent and his desire." 
 
The dedication with Allen includes juggling an engineering major with playing major college basketball. He knows it will lead 
down the road to being in a good position in searching for a job, provided he doesn't advance into professional basketball. 
 
"You have to be willing to put in the work," he said. "'I don't have a lot of free time. I know I am smart enough to do it. So why 
not apply myself and get the best degree possible.'' 
 
His mother, Kelly, is the principal at Jay Elementary School. His father, a businessman following his lengthy career in a variety 
of pro leagues, was once so riled up in seeing his sons play basketball that he ducked into corners of the gyms and stood to watch. 
 
"That was also because my mom could not sit with him and made him get out," said Brandon, laughing.  
 
"He has chilled out a lot since then. My mom is so busy that she can't come to every game, but I don't think my dad has missed a 
home game. 
 
"I can tell he is really proud that I am on the court. He is glad he can see me play and critique me." 
 
With the Seminoles, Allen is part of a rebuilding team. FSU has one senior, Kiel Turpin, left on the roster. It's been an up-and-
down season. Their only chance of making the NCAA Tournament would be a run to winning the ACC Tournament. 
 
But the future includes an acclaimed recruiting class, along with players like freshman Xavier Rathan-Mayes, who created a 
national stir Wednesday by pouring in 29 points in the final 4:38 of a loss against Miami and setting an ACC record for two 35-
plus point games in a rookie season. 
 
"Our team is definitely starting to come into its own," Allen said "Especially with these young guys. We have the athletes, it's just 
the mental aspect that determines if you are going to be good or not. 
 
"A lot of us are starting to figure it out. We are starting to handle it. At this level, it is not just physically challenging. It is 
emotionally, mentally. 
 
"Like every time we win, it's like we won a championship and every time we lose it's like the end of the world." 
Allen is hoping to continue his progression. 
 
"This summer he took a great approach in improving" his conditioning and his skill set," Jones said. "He hung in there and when 
the opportunity presented itself several weeks ago, he seized it. 
 
"And now Coach (Leonard) Hamilton is trusting him as a rotation player right now and been very productive player for us in the 
role we have asked him to do." 
 



It's already been an impressive transition. 
 
 
Brandon Allen File 
BORN: Aug. 15, 1991 
HIGH SCHOOL: Milton 
COLLEGE: Florida State 
HEIGHT/WEIGHT: 6-6, 200 
POSITION: Small Forward 
SEASON: Scored a career-high seven points on Feb. 7 in a win against Virginia Tech. Has scored 15 points so far this season 
with 11 rebounds. Is averaging 6.7 minutes per-game. 
CAREER: Two sport star at Milton High in basketball and baseball. Earned second team all-state in 2009 as baseball player and 
third team as basketball player. Was drafted in 18th round by San Francisco Giants in 2010 draft. Opted to forgo a baseball 
scholarship at Auburn. That decision enabled him to return to play college basketball after three seasons as a minor league pitcher 
in the Giants organization. 
BACKGROUND: Brother Adam played basketball at Florida and Rollins College. Father, Randy Allen, remains No. 15 on 
FSU's All-Time scoring list after career from 1984-87. 

 


