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There are no official NCAA records to document who has the most last-second, game-winning shots in 
college basketball history. 
 
So there is no way to know, for certain, whether Michael Snaer’s five buzzer-beaters are the most ever 
by a single player. 
 
But one thing seems certain. It’s unlikely anyone has ever had a 13-month stretch like this. 
 
With his game-winning finger-roll on Tuesday night at Georgia Tech, Snaer now has five game-winners in 
the last two seasons. Against five different ACC teams. Meaning he has broken the hearts of 45 percent 
of the conference on last-second shots. In barely over a year. 
 
Not that he seems all that affected by it. 
 
Snaer was asked on Thursday if he could appreciate what he’s done these last two seasons and how 
remarkable it is for one person to hit five game-winners. 
 
“I definitely can,” Snaer said. “But it’s kind of like with last year’s accomplishments — you’ve got to wait 
until the season is over and really take it and look at your accomplishments and what you’ve done. 
 
“Now you’ve just got to focus on the next game and being consistent and being the player your team 
needs.” 
 
There are at least two players that had Snaer-like, last-second successes during their playing days — 
West Virginia’s Da’Sean Butler and Vanderbilt’s Barry Goheen. 
 
Butler hit six game-winning shots for the Moutaineers during the 2009-2010 season, including three in a 
seven-day span. But of the six, one came with 17 seconds left, one with six seconds left and another 
with four seconds left. 
 
Only three of Butler’s winners came with less than three seconds on the clock. All five of Snaer’s have 
been hit with 2.6 or less, including three absolute, bona-fide buzzer-beaters. 
 
Just like Goheen. 
 
When the Vanderbilt guard finished his college career in 1989, he actually had four by-the-definition 
buzzer-beaters to his credit. Three were game-winners (including a 40-footer to beat Louisville) and the 
other was a game-tying 3 against Pitt in the 1988 NCAA Tournament — a game the Commodores won in 
overtime. 



He also beat Tennessee with an “and-one” basket with four seconds left and beat Ole Miss with free 
throws in the final seconds as well. 
 
“In my experience, I guess it was easier for me to block out the situation,” Goheen said in a 2008 
interview with the website Basketball Interview Challenge, “and not think that we were behind one 
point with 10 seconds to go and this shot I’m about to put up will or will not mean the game whether it 
goes in or not. I never really thought about that. 
 
“It should be like the first shot of the game or the first shot in practice. That’s how I tried to view it.” 
 
Snaer has a similar philosophy. After his 3-pointer with 1.1 seconds left to beat Maryland this year, he 
said it was a shot he’s supposed to make because he was wide open. And he approached the moment 
just like he would have if there were 10 minutes left in the first half. 
 
“In the course of the game, I’m supposed to make that shot every single time,” Snaer said. 
 
Florida State coach Leonard Hamilton joked on Thursday he wasn’t sure he had won five games in his 
coaching career on last-second shots heading into last season. Now he’s won six in the last 13 months — 
five by the same person. 
 
Hamilton said Snaer’s tireless work ethic in practice and in post-practice drills is what helps him in the 
high-pressure moments. 
 
“As a result of being that focused ... it gives you a little bit more confidence,” Hamilton said. “And you’re 
not quite as uptight in those situations because you’ve done it over and over and over in the gym. And I 
think that magic focus level makes him a little more comfortable.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


