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OLDSMAR — His family ties got the conversation started. 
 
But when it came time for Xavier Rathan-Mayes to decide what college to attend, he said present-day relationships mattered 
most. 
 
It just so happens that both the past and the present synced up so perfectly for Florida State men's basketball coach Leonard 
Hamilton. 
 
Rathan-Mayes is the son of former Florida State star Tharon Mayes, a scoring whiz who helped former Seminoles coach Pat 
Kennedy begin a run of NCAA Tournament appearances in the late 1980s. 
 
But Rathan-Mayes is also one of the top guards in the country who had his choice of big-time schools to attend. 
 
He signed with FSU last fall after a two-year courtship that began in Orlando at an AAU tournament. 
 
"Florida State was one of the first schools to offer me," Rathan-Mayes said. "Coach Hamilton took the initiative to be my main 
recruiter. Not too many schools did that. So it was the relationship I had with him – and the fact my father went there." 
Rathan-Mayes (it's pronounced "Ra-than") is quite a catch for the Seminoles. 
 
Ranked the No. 28 overall prospect in the country by Rivals.com and No. 40 overall by ESPN, Rathan-Mayes stands nearly 6-
foot-4 and can play either guard position. 
 
He has a shooter's stroke and a scorer's mentality. He scored 55 points in a recent home game for Huntington (W. Va.) Prep. 
During a two-day tournament last month at Oldsmar Christian just north of Tampa, he scored 21 points in his team's first game. 
Foul trouble and well-executed stall tactics by the opponent held him to 11 points the next game. 
 
"First, he's a great kid and a great player," Huntington Prep coach Rob Fulford said. "He can really shoot the ball. He didn't shoot 
that well (in the second game in Oldsmar) because I don't think he had any legs. But, man, he can shoot." 
 
Rathan-Mayes can also defend, which will be a priority when he plays for Hamilton. In the two games in Oldsmar, he spent most 
of his time defending the point guard position – even making it a point to switch on most perimeter screens so he could stay with 
the ball. 
 
But his reputation was made on offense, much like his father who played in the NBA and in professional leagues in Europe after 
leaving FSU in 1989. 
 
"I talk to my dad every day," Rathan-Mayes said. "He was a great player, a great scorer. He could do everything. I hope to follow 
in his footsteps." 
 
Rathan-Mayes spent last summer playing on the Canadian national Under-18 team, which traveled to Brazil for the qualifying 
tournament for the world championships. He expects to play again this summer for the same team before enrolling at FSU. 
 
"It's a great experience," he said. 
 
Rathan-Mayes' teammate – on that Canadian national team as well as at Huntington Prep – is childhood friend Andrew Wiggins, 
the nation's No. 1 prospect and the son of former FSU star Mitchell Wiggins. 
 
Rathan-Mayes joked that he is "doing everything I can" to convince Wiggins to sign with Florida State as well, but it's clear that 
the two are not a package deal. 
 
"They were recruited separately to come to Huntington Prep," Fulford said. "One did not sway the other. And that's the way it's 
going to be in college, too." 
 
Rathan-Mayes has followed his future teammates as closely as he can. He said he has remained in contact with a handful of 
players – including Ian Miller, Terry Whisnant, Terrance Shannon and Okaro White – since taking his official visit to Florida 
State in early February. 
 



"I know they are struggling a little bit this year," Rathan-Mayes said, prior to the ACC Tournament. "So that's tough to see. But 
I'm looking forward to being there with them." 
 
"Coach Hamilton took the initiative to be my main recruiter. Not too many schools did that." 

 
 
 


