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Dwayne Bacon knows he’s sitting on a winning lottery ticket. 
 
Just like Malik Beasley, who was drafted No. 19 overall by the Denver Nuggets last week and is guaranteed to make 
almost $5 million over the next three seasons. 
 
Bacon, like Beasley, also entered his name into the 2016 NBA Draft after his freshman year at Florida State but then 
withdrew it about five seconds later. Even though he would have almost certainly been a first-round draft pick as well. 
 
It’s been three months since the rising FSU sophomore made that decision, so I asked him what he was thinking as he 
watched his former teammate become an instant millionaire last week. 
 
“It was wonderful,” Bacon said. “It was amazing just to see his dreams come true.” 
 
But did he even have a twinge of regret? Knowing he likely would have had a life-changing night as well? 
 
“I don’t just want the money,” Bacon said. “I want to play the game and be a legend in this game. It was a hard 
decision to stay when I know I could’ve gotten drafted, but at the end of the day I thought I chose wisely. 
 
“The reason I didn’t go is because I wanted to stay and become a complete player. I want to go into the league playing 
right away, helping a team right away. I want to be, at some point in my career, a franchise player. I don’t want to just 
go to the league because it says ‘NBA.’ I’m confident enough that I’m going to get to the NBA one day.” 
 
And when he gets there he wants to be ready. And he also wants to have at least one NCAA Tournament appearance 
under his belt as well. Both seem to be driving forces for the former McDonald’s All-American. 
 
It’s why he’s completely altered his jump shot since the 2016 season ended. He’s changed his form to a much more 
straight-up style, trying to emulate NBA All-Star Klay Thompson (not a bad dude to copy). 
 
Bacon estimates he shoots “at least” 600 jump shots a day. 
 
“I’m shooting a lot better,” he said. “It’s just consistent work. I’ve got a goal for myself. I’ve got a goal for this team. 
I want to be a leader for this team. I’m trying to get this team to somewhere else.” 
 
You can tell it matters to Bacon. All of it. 
 
He’s good enough, and big enough and fast enough, that he definitely would have heard the commissioner say his 
name had he kept it in the draft. We all know that. 
 
But that’s not enough for Bacon. He sincerely wants to accomplish something at Florida State. He wants to make his 
mark. That’s not just talk. During our conversation he constantly spoke about being a leader, about taking the new 
guys under his wing and teaching them about the college game. 
 
“I want to be that guy,” Bacon said. “Because they don’t know anything. Just like last year when we didn’t know 
anything. I didn’t know how to act on the court during a game. I didn’t know how my facial expressions, my body 
language, would come off to people during a game.” 
 
He knows now. And said he’s “wiping all that stuff out” as he prepares for the upcoming season. 
That’s good to know. Honestly. Because when I talked to people in and around the FSU program they would all say 
to me that Bacon was a good teammate who almost always tried his hardest. But his body language on the court was 
saying something else entirely. 
 



It sometime made him look like he sulked and didn’t care. 
 
So getting that cleaned up is a positive. 
 
“I looked at film and it looked like, man, do I want to play or not want to play?” Bacon said. “Don’t get me wrong. I 
do love this game and I really wanted to play. I don’t know why I was looking like that or acting like that. Nothing 
was wrong.” 
 
There was something wrong with his shot though. 
 
Bacon averaged a team-best 15.8 points per game last season, but shot just 28.1 percent from 3-point range. 
 
Which is why he’s in the gym every day getting up hundreds of shots. He knows if he can develop a consistent outside 
shot, well, he’ll be just about unguardable. 
 
“I already have the thought process that I can’t be guarded,” Bacon said with a smile. “But I’ve just been pushing 
myself. It’s just consistent work. ... My goal is to be the best player in the country.” 
 
Say this for the guy. He really does set some lofty goals for himself. 
 
It’s actually quite refreshing to talk to someone like Bacon. It truly is. So many guys just dream of making it. This 
guy only dreams about making it big. He legitimately wants to be one of the best players on the planet one day. 
 
So he continues to work. Every day. Trying to maximize the value of that winning lottery ticket. 
 
“As soon as I chose to stay, I said I’m going to be embrace this,” Bacon said. “I’m going to get better. I’m going to 
put in the work to be this type of player and for my team to win. ... And I want to be that player that when I get into 
the league a lot of guys respect me. They put a lot of respect around my name. I want to be that guy in the NBA. 
 
“I don’t want to just be another NBA player like everyone else.” 
 


