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On the court, Boris Bojanovsky has to constantly remind himself to sprint back on defense. 
 
When one of his teammates puts up a shot, there is no time to relax or catch his breath. Instead, Florida State’s 
coaches expect him to fight with defenders for positioning, in case the shot doesn’t fall. 
 
It’s a lot different, and more demanding, than the style of basketball the Slovak Republic native played in Spain at 
the Canarias Basketball Academy. 
 
So it’s taken time for Bojanovsky to adjust. 
 
Off the court, the Seminoles’ slender, 7-foot-3 center is met with the daunting task of eating 5,000 calories a day. 
It’s what he has to do to maintain his weight, which fluctuates on almost a daily basis. 
 
Just 11 games into the Seminoles’ 2013-14 season, the sophomore has been anywhere from 225 to 235 pounds. 
But on the court, he has shown continuous improvement and production in his second season at FSU. 
 
“I’ve just gotten more adjusted to our system. I’m getting more opportunities now since I’m playing a little bit more 
now,” said Bojanovsky, who has started every game for the Seminoles this season. “I’m just trying to help my team 
with blocking shots.” 
 
In FSU’s most recent victory — and one of its most impressive so far this season — Bojanovsky turned in a career-
high seven blocks in his 16 minutes on the court. 
 
In what was a one-possession game until the closing seconds, Bojanovsky’s defense around the rim was a key to 
FSU pulling out the 60-55 victory over then-No. 22 UMass. The sophomore’s seventh block of the game preserved 
the Seminoles’ two-point lead with three seconds remaining. 
 
“When he went back in the game the other day, I said, ‘Big fella, you’ve got to go out here and make a difference.’ 
And he’s responded,” FSU head coach Leonard Hamilton said. “Whereas, sometimes mentally and emotionally, 
when you come from another overall basketball system, you don’t realize the adjustment that you’ve got to make.” 
Bojanovsky’s showing in the closing minutes of the grind-it-out game was another display of his growth, and the 
adjustments he has made since arriving in Tallahassee in the summer of 2012. 
 
After blocking 25 shots in 33 games last season, he already has a team-high 23 blocks in FSU’s first 11 games this 
year. 
 
“When a coach is on you like that every day in practice, to be 7-3 and not block shots, you’ve got to start blocking 
shots to prove them wrong,” sophomore guard Aaron Thomas said. “So that’s what he started doing.” 
Bojanovsky currently ranks third in the Atlantic Coast Conference, averaging 2.1 blocks per game and helping lead 
the Seminoles to the No. 11 ranking nationally in blocks per game. 
 
“It’s something we’ve been working on all summer. Even since last year when we came in as freshmen,” fellow 
sophomore center Michael Ojo said. “At least more teams will be scared of us now, to not be able to get in the paint 
so easily.” 
 
Hamilton says much of the improved shot-blocking is a result of the young team’s overall understanding of how to 
rotate and get in position to block shots without fouling. 
 



But Bojanovsky’s improvements are noticeable across the board. After averaging 2.9 points per game last season, he 
is averaging 6.9 points a contest so far this year. 
 
And he currently leads the Seminoles in field-goal percentage, shooting 73.8 percent from the floor, in comparison 
to the 54.7 percent he shot last season. His improved shooting includes a stretch where he made 18 consecutive field 
goals — shooting 100 percent in three straight games. 
 
“You can see him assert himself a little bit more. But he’s also adjusting to the speed of the game and what’s 
important,” Hamilton said. “Most of his adjustments have been more mental than they have been physical. He has 
tremendous skills and abilities. But I think he’s gaining more confidence now.” 
 
Bojanovsky’s teammates say they’ve seen flashes of his abilities on both offense and defense since last season. 
“When you’re 7-3, you normally don’t have to jump very much,” Hamilton said. “But when you’re 7-3 in America, 
and you’re playing against a 6-8 athlete, you can’t just reach for the ball.” 
 
Even though he’s put on more than 20 pounds since arriving in Tallahassee, Bojanovsky says the off-the-court 
adjustments are still some of the most difficult. 
 
“Because of my body build I’m not a big eater. It’s tough for me to eat a lot sometimes, because I’m full,” the center 
said. “But if I miss one meal, I lose weight. So I’ve got to keep eating.” 
 


