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As a freshman, he was the only Atlantic Coast Conference player who played significant minutes to shoot better 
than 50 percent on 3s and better than 80 percent on foul shots. 
  
This year he was named to the 2014 Bob Cousy Award watch list given to the best point guard in the NCAA. 
  
Recently during the Puerto Rico Tip-Off he pumped in a career-high 18 points to help beat No. 10 Virginia 
Commonwealth University and then two days later sank the game-winning jumper to beat Northeastern University. 
  
Ask Bookert though, and he believes his best is yet to come. 
  
“I don’t think it was my best stretch at all,” he said. “I don’t think I played a complete game.” 
  
The former Alaska player of the year out of West High strives for perfection on and off the court. The 6-foot-3 point 
guard said he works on his basketball skills just as hard as his grade point average. 
  
“Your grades are way more important than you think,” Bookert said.  “When you get to college it’s so hard to 
organize everything. You make sure you go to classes on time and finish assignments on time. It’s important to 
develop good life skills.” 
  
At West High, Bookert was the man. He averaged 25 points a game and once poured in 31 points in eight minutes. 
He was basically unstoppable in Alaska. 
  
He was ready for college but opted to attend prep school rather than redshirt at Florida State. He flourished at the 
respected Impact Academy in Las Vegas and entered the NCAA Division I ranks with more confidence. 
  
“I think if someone isn’t quite ready to go to college of if they are trying to get better at basketball or if they 
don’t have as much experience, prep school is an alternative for them so they have a little bit more time to mature or 
just to work on things or get caught up academically,” he said. 
  
At Florida State, Bookert earned the starting job at the end of his freshman season, leading his team to five ACC 
wins. He averaged 6.5 points while shooting 49 percent from the floor, 52 from 3-point land and 82 percent from the 
free-throw line. 
  
He said his shooting prowess is an effort of hard work. He also credited his teammates. 
  
“Everyone plays unselfish and that leads to open shots and easier shots,” Bookert said. 
  
At the end of the season, he earned three awards at the team banquet for the best field goal percentage, 3-point field 
goal percentage shooters and the Otto Petty Most Assists Award. 
  
This year he has doubled his scoring average to 13.0 per game through the first six games. 
  
Bookert is one of nine Alaska men playing NCAA Division I basketball. The others are: 
  
Alaskans In Division I Basketball 
Player High School College 
Ryden Hines Dimond Kansas 
Damon Sherman-Newsome Bartlett Colgate 
Derrick Wilson East Marquette 
Tommy Hobbs South New Orleans 
Eric Roberts Eagle River Creighton 



Connor Devine Wasilla South Dakota State 
Jalil Abdul-Bassit West Oregon 
Colter Lasher Dimond Houston Baptist 
  
“It seems like more and more players from Alaska are going D1, so I think more of a reputation is starting to 
happen,” Bookert said. 
 


