
Koumadje Continues Growth In First Year 
By Alfy Flores 
FSView 
Feb. 10, 2016 
 
Unlike many, the game of basketball came at a late age for 7-foot-4 center Chris Koumadje on Florida State’s men’s 
basketball team. Prior to picking up basketball, the freshman involved himself with his initial passion: soccer. 
 
“I started playing not a long time ago. It’s going to be my fourth year this year. I love the game, but before that, I 
couldn’t really play because I just loved playing soccer,” Koumadje said. “When I really started getting taller, was 
when I started playing basketball.” 
 
It was in Senegal, a small country on Africa’s west coast where Koumadje attended Flying Star Academy, where he 
initially began practicing and developing his game. Following his departing from Africa, he enrolled in Montverde 
Academy in Florida, which marked the turning point in his young basketball career. 
 
“When I first got [to the United States] during my junior year, I didn’t play a lot because I didn’t have enough 
experience and then my senior year, I played in the summer,” Koumadje said. “I went to school with a lot of highly 
mentioned players, so every day, you compete with these high-level players and you get used to it.” 
 
As a senior at Montverde, Koumadje experienced a breakout year in his high school basketball career, which put him 
on the map as a serious threat on both ends of the court. With the Montverde Eagles, Koumadje went face-to-face and 
defeated future teammate Dwayne Bacon at the national championship. Choosing from a wide selection of schools 
which included Louisville, UConn, UCLA and Auburn, the four-star recruit committed to Florida State because of 
their recent history of signing seven-foot players. 
 
“I saw they had seven-footers and that’s like the only school I’ve seen with two of them on the team,” he said. “They 
came here and they improved, so why not.” 
 
Prior to the start of the 2015-16 basketball season, Koumadje was forced to sit out for two weeks into practice due to 
a stress fracture. However, through the guidance of teammates Michael Ojo and Boris Bojanovsky, the freshman made 
his debut against Nicholls College where he tallied three points within 10 minutes of playing time. 
 
“[Ojo] has just given me a lot of advice because he has been there and he is kind of big-bodied so he tells me how to 
lift weights, and how to eat good and gain weight,” Koumadje said. “Bojo has helped me with the plays, like how to 
make quick moves in the post and to be aware of the defense.” 
 
Passing the halfway mark of ACC play, the Seminoles have managed to even out with a 5-5 conference record. Further 
developing and adapting to the intense pace of college basketball, Koumadje has managed to increase his productivity 
on the team, allowing the Seminoles to limit their opponents on offense. 
 
“As Chris continues to learn the nuances of the game of basketball and as his playing time continues to increase, he is 
going to become a very accomplished basketball player,” senior guard Devon Bookert said. “He always gives 100 
percent and makes up for the things he doesn’t yet know by giving maximum effort.” 
 
With a couple of years ahead of himself to emerge as a premier big man in the league, the seven-footer has 
demonstrated a work ethic marked with perseverance and dedication that has translated to the basketball court. 
 
“The game is so mental. If you miss a shot, you just can’t think about it. You can spend so much time working on a 
shot, and if you miss it, you’ll want to start over again,” Koumadje said. “You just have to get over it and just don’t 
think about it.” 
 
 


